
Beats the Alternative:
The Midlife Crisis Musical

___________________________

A musical

Book by Kimberly Patterson
Additional Material by Duane Willoughby

Music and Lyrics by Michael R. Ray
Additional Lyrics by Brent Lambert-Zaffino
Story by Ralph Zaffino & Cheryl Lambert

REVISION 
July 9, 2024

Contact:
Ralph Zaffino

rbzaffino@comcast.net



ii.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

JAKE MARTIN, 50s, former baseball player, high school principal. An affable guy and a total DILF.

TIFFANY FAGARO, late 20s, Jake’s fiancée; third grade teacher. Perky, direct, and put-together. 

MORRIS TUCKER-GREY, 50s, VP for a global banking firm; married to Dorian. Bookish and tightly-
wound.

DORIAN TUCKER-GREY, 50s, stay-at-home dad; married to Morris. Loving, attentive, creative, not put-
together.

SCOOTER BURDETTE: 50s, truck driver; married to Betty Jo. A rural dude who loves talking and 
making people laugh.

BETTY JO BURDETTE: 50s, mechanic, retired army; married to Scooter. A rural mom with a big 
personality and a big heart.

ENSEMBLE:

COFFEE GIRL, 20-30s, sassy barista

NURSE TORI, 40s-50s, doctor's office receptionist who is always in a bad mood

STAR, 20s, spacey, clueless, manicurist 

LORENZO, 40s-50s, above-it-all hair stylist and salon owner

JANITOR BOB, 30s, laid-back mall janitor who loves his weed

MALL COP FRANK, 30s, earnest and positive-to-a-fault mall cop

VOICE OF THE MALL, pleasant at times, sinister at times; can be doubled by ensemble member

SETTINGS
Inside a decaying suburban mall:

Espress'o Self Coffee Kiosk
The Urology Offices of Drs. Feingold, Johnson, & Patel 
Lorenzo's Tropical Waves Salon
Mall Food Court

MUSICAL NUMBERS 

ACT I
Scene 1:  THE MALL HAS IT ALL—Entire Cast
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Scene 2:  OUT OF BALANCE—Morris, Lorenzo, Janitor Bob, Mall Cop Frank 

Scene 3:  BODY CLOCK—Tiffany, Coffee Girl, Star

Scene 4:  STAINLESS STEEL—Betty Jo, Janitor Bob, Mall Cop Frank

Scene 5:  THE MORRIS CODE I—Dorian, Coffee Girl

Scene 6:  ATTACK IS THE BEST DEFENSE—Tiffany, Dorian, Betty Jo, Lorenzo, 
Star

Scene 7:  THE MORRIS CODE II—Dorian, Mall Cop Frank

Scene 8:  BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE—Jake, Morris, Scooter

ACT II

Scene 1:    FOOD COURT TANGO—Jake, Morris, Scooter, Ensemble

Scene 2: THE MORRIS CODE III—Dorian, Nurse Tori

Scene 3: THE ONE?—Tiffany, Betty Jo
JUNKYARD BLUES—Scooter, Coffee Girl, Star, Nurse Tori

Scene 4:    CURVEBALL—Jake, Janitor Bob

Scene 5: MY ACT THREE—Dorian

Scene 6: ROLLER COASTER—Entire Cast
COURSE CORRECTION—Entire Cast
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ACT I: SCENE 1

“THE MALL HAS IT ALL – INTRO”

(MUSIC IN. Lights up to half. Each ensemble *
member enters doing business that represents 
his/her character. 

On cue in the music, the ensemble members each 
freeze in an assigned pose:

JANITOR BOB with a broom; 
COFFEE GIRL with coffee station prop; 
LORENZO, wearing a stylist belt, checking his cell 
phone; 
NURSE TORI wearing nurse costume, earbuds in 
from her mall walk, taking her pulse; 
MALL COP FRANK wearing cop uniform, 
carrying his walkie-talkie; 
STAR wearing apron, filing her nails)

(MUSIC OUT. Blackout.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
The mall is now open!

“THE MALL HAS IT ALL”

(MUSIC IN. Lighting–special 1 up on JANITOR 
BOB)

JANITOR BOB
(breaking his freeze)

I SEE THEM ALL, EACH SOUL THAT PASSES THROUGH
THE SUBJECTS OF THIS KINGDOM ARRIVING RIGHT ON 
CUE

EVERY DAY IS ALWAYS THE SAME AT THE MALL.

(Special 1 out.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
Coffee lovers, where have you bean? 
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(Special 2 up; COFFEE GIRL reacts to the 
announcement and changes her pose.)

VOICE OF THE MALL (CONT’D)
Hurry on down to Espress’o Self Coffee for a frothy good time.

COFFEE GIRL 
(breaking her freeze)

AND HERE THEY COME, SEEKING CAFFEINATION.
ORGANIC, AROMATIC (BUT NOT ALWAYS FRESH) 
LIBATIONS

(Special 1 up on JANITOR BOB again.)

COFFEE GIRL (CONT’D)
Speaking of not-so-fresh, Bob, looks like you woke up on the “bong” side of the bed.

JANITOR BOB
You got that right.

COFFEE GIRL/JANITOR BOB
EVERY DAY IS ALWAYS THE SAME AT THE MALL.

(They freeze. Special 1 and 2 out.)

(Special 3 up; MALL COP FRANK breaks his 
frozen position.)

MALL COP FRANK
EVERYTHING YOU COULD WANT IN ONE PLACE! 

(Add Special 2 up on COFFEE GIRL; she breaks 
her freeze.)

COFFEE GIRL
COFFEE HERE... 

(Special 4 up on NURSE TORI; she breaks her 
freeze.)

NURSE TORI
DOCTOR’S THERE... 
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(Specials 5 and 6 up on LORENZO and STAR, who 
break their frozen positions.)

LORENZO
She did what?

(STAR whispers in his ear)
She did not! Oh that is juicy.

OH, AND NAILS AND HAIR

STAR
NAILS AND HAIR!

(All lights to full.)

ENSEMBLE
A NEW DAY IS BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL. 
(BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL)

JANITOR BOB
PEOPLE COME HERE CUZ THEY WANT IT ALL 
(CUZ THEY REALLY DO WANT IT ALL)

STAR
SOME COME HERE JUST TO PASS THE DAY

MALL COP FRANK
TO HIDE IN PLAIN SIGHT, TO KEEP BOREDOM AT BAY 

JANITOR BOB & COFFEE GIRL
OR A WAY TO MAKE IT ALL OKAY (OKAY)

ENSEMBLE
WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING YOU COULD WANT AT THE 
MALL!

(TIFFANY FAGARO, late-twenties, enters. She’s 
perky, direct, and put-together, and some part of her 
outfit probably has glitter on it. She makes a beeline 
for the coffee kiosk. As she gives her order, 
COFFEE GIRL tries to jump in to answer questions 
and finalize the sale, but TIFFANY just keeps 
adding things and making it more complicated and 
COFFEE GIRL is getting increasingly frustrated.)
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TIFFANY
I’d like  a medium… no, a large... half soy, half nonfat white--wait, do you have coconut 
milk? Yes, a large half soy, half coconut milk, sugar-free mocha latte... with two pumps of 
sugar-free vanilla syrup... and a double shot of espresso with the... Verona Roast beans? 
Do you have Venetian Blend? Forget the espresso, the Verona Roast will be fine... And 
extra whipped cream. Like this much. 

(she indicates with her fingers) 
And just a tiny sprinkle of cinnamon on top. Please. Don’t you need to write that down?

COFFEE GIRL
(snarky)

I’m good. Name?

TIFFANY
Tiffany. That’s T-I-F...

(COFFEE GIRL writes name on cup)

TIFFANY (CONT’D)
...F-A-N-Y

COFFEE GIRL 
PAIN IN MY ASS.

(JAKE MARTIN, fifties, enters. He’s an affable guy 
and a total DILF.)

TIFFANY (CONT’D)
Babe! I was starting to worry, you were gone forever!

JAKE
It took forever to find parking.

TIFFANY
Did you know this mall has special parking spots for pregnant women? I love that so 
much! 

JAKE
Wow. 

(he turns away; they’ve been through this 
before, many times)

Times sure change. 

TIFFANY
You’re so cute when you’re being old-fashioned.
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(TIFFANY spins him around and they kiss. 
COFFEE GIRL pretends to puke.)

COFFEE GIRL
I have a large, half-whatever with extra whipped cream for Tiff-a-ny. 

(gives her the coffee; then to JAKE)
And for you?

JAKE
Just a water, please. 

(ALL freeze except JAKE.)

(Lights to half; special on JAKE.)

JAKE (CONT’D)
HERE AT THE MALL WITH MY BRIDE-TO-BE
TO SEE DOCTOR JOHNSON GO IN ON MY JOHNSON 
AND REVERSE MY VASECTOMY. 
TIFFANY WANTS A BABY WITH ME,
BUT WILL SHE WAKE UP ONE DAY AND SEE WHAT I SEE?
THAT I’M A FOOL! A PRINCIPAL IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
YES A FOOL, WITH THOUSANDS OF KIDS TO RULE.
SO ADDING ONE MORE SEEMS KINDA CR... UM, COOL!

(JAKE freezes. His special goes out and 
TIFFANY’s comes up and she unfreezes.)

TIFFANY
IF ONLY HE COULD SEE, I MEAN I’M LIKE 
APPROACHING THIRTY!
AND LOSING PRECIOUS TIME FOR HAVING MY FIRST 
BABY.
MAYBE HE’D STOP ACTING SO MELODRAMATIC’LY, LY, 
LY, LY

(ALL unfreeze; all lights to full. COFFEE GIRL 
hands TIFFANY her coffee with a sugary smile.)

NURSE TORI
A NEW DAY IS BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL 
(BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL)
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MALL COP FRANK
PEOPLE COME HERE CUZ THEY WANT IT ALL (CUZ THEY 
REALLY DO WANT IT ALL)

(MORRIS and DORIAN TUCKER-GREY enter, 
holding hands. MORRIS is wearing a suit. 
DORIAN is a little frumpy and has a huge tote bag 
tucked under one arm.)

DORIAN
Do you have time for a coffee?

MORRIS
I think so. But I do want to keep an eye on the time. 

DORIAN
(taking a free baked good sample)

These remind me of the ones my grandmother made, except... freeze-dried and reheated. 

COFFEE GIRL
Like my soul.

DORIAN
(to COFFEE GIRL)

Hi, I have a coupon for a free muffin. 
(pulling a coupon from tote)

Eureka!

MORRIS
(examining the coupon)

That’s not it. 

(He resumes rummaging, while MORRIS orders.)

MORRIS (CONT’D)
A large coffee. Black. To go.

(ALL freeze except for DORIAN.)

(Lights to half; special on DORIAN.)

DORIAN
MY HUSBAND’S GOT ANOTHER APPOINTMENT TODAY.
IS THIS HIS WISH, IT’S PUSHING ME AWAY. 

6.



Copyrighted
7.

(Spoken)
“They’re new clients,” he says, “clients.” I can’t discount what seems so clear...

I KNOW I HAVE ANOTHER COUPON... RIGHT HERE.

(ALL unfreeze. All lights to full.) 

DORIAN (CONT’D)
Sorry I couldn’t find the muffin coupon. But I have one for twenty percent off at Shack-O-
Pizza. We can go there after your... appointment. If you want.

MORRIS
That’s great.

DORIAN
Great... If that’s what you want...

MORRIS
I don’t know how long my appointment—I mean meeting—will be.

DORIAN
Is your meeting near the food court or on the other end by the Nardstorms?

MORRIS
(vaguely)

It’s more towards the middle, in an office... a work office type of place. 

(ALL freeze except for MORRIS.)

(Lights to half; special on MORRIS.)

MORRIS (CONT’D)
THIS ACCOUNTANT DOESN’T KNOW WHAT TO FEEL ON 
THE DEAL
THERE’S MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS THAT ARE 
NUMBING UP MY MIND
AND IF MY FLURRIES AND MY WORRIES ARE REALLY 
REAL 
IT WON’T MATTER HOW MANY DISCOUNTS HE FINDS!

(ALL unfreeze. All lights to full.)

COFFEE GIRL
A NEW DAY IS BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL 
(BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL)
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LORENZO
PEOPLE COME HERE CAUSE THEY WANT IT ALL. (CUZ 
THEY REALLY DO WANT IT ALL)

(SCOOTER BURDETTE and his wife BETTY JO 
burst onstage. They are rural folks who have big 
personalities and big hearts.)

SCOOTER
Betty Jo! This place is huge! There’s so much to see, maybe I should put off my doctor 
appointment ‘til next week? 

BETTY JO
Honey Bear, just put on your big boy pants and get it over with. Look, this mall has an 
Espress’o Self Coffee! Oooh, samples?

SCOOTER
(taking a sample)

Oh baby, you got what I need!

COFFEE GIRL 
I hear that a lot.

BETTY JO
(narrowing her eyes and leaning in)

Are you flirtin’ with my husband?

COFFEE GIRL 
(sarcastically, narrowing her eyes and 
leaning in)

I am.

BETTY JO
(laughs)

Oh, I like this one! Just a small coffee, hon, with extra sugar. 

(All freeze except for SCOOTER.)

(Lights to half; special on SCOOTER.)

SCOOTER
AFTER A LONG, LONG TRIP OF DRIVING A TRUCK,
MY PRETTY WIFE SHOULD DO THE TRICK.
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BUT, I FIND THAT MY SHIFTER’S SHIFTY AND GETS A 
LITTLE STUCK... 
DOES THIS DECLINE MEAN I GOTTA DOWNSHIFT MY 
STICK?

(SCOOTER’s special goes out and he freezes; 
Special on BETTY JO, who unfreezes.)

BETTY JO
I HAD A BUNCH OF KIDS, AND I FOUGHT IN A WAR.
NO CHALLENGE COULD MATCH MY FIERY RESISTANCE.
I NEED MORE ACTION THAN EVER BEFORE.
SO HONEY GET YOUR PHARMACEUTICAL ASSISTANCE!

(ALL unfreeze. All lights to full.) 

VOICE OF THE MALL
Attention travelers: Make your next voyage (French pronunciation) a bon one at the 
“Luggage Loft!”

SCOOTER
Did he say “boner?”

(BETTY JO smacks him playfully.)

ENSEMBLE
A NEW DAY IS BREAKING FOR US AT THE MALL.

BETTY JO
C’mon, Honey Bear. We got plenty of time before your doctor’s appointment and there’s 
shoppin’ to do! Just point me to the lingerie store!

SCOOTER
Heh... On your six, Baby Cakes!

ENSEMBLE
PEOPLE COME HERE ‘CUZ THEY WANT IT ALL (OO, OO)

JAKE
AM I A FOOL? TO THINK I CAN DO IT ALL AGAIN 

BETTY JO
KEEP MOVING FORWARD
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MORRIS
THE GROUND IS SHIFTING BENEATH MY FEET

DORIAN
AM I LOSING YOU?

TIFFANY
ON A JOURNEY AND I KNOW WHAT I WANT

SCOOTER
NEED TO GET MY PENCIL SOME LEAD!

(There is beat of silence.)

SCOOTER (CONT’D)
Heh!

ALL
WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING THAT YOU COULD WANT
EVERYTHING THAT YOU COULD NEED
ANYTHING YOU DESIRE
WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU COULD 
WANT

ENSEMBLE
AT THE MALL!

(All exit except for COFFEE GIRL, who continues 
to work her kiosk, MORRIS, and DORIAN, who 
begins rummaging through his tote.)

ACT I: SCENE 2

(DORIAN sits, while MORRIS paces anxiously and 
checks his phone. COFFEE GIRL puts in her 
earbuds and checks out.)

DORIAN
Morris, have you seen the salon coupon?

(finding the coupon)
There it is. Nope, that’s for the pet store... 
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MORRIS
We don’t have any pets.

DORIAN
Well, if we want to get one, we need to do it by... 

(checking coupon)
...last September. Darn. 

MORRIS
I think I’ll head over to Lots O’Books. I want to get a copy of...

(infomercial voice)
“Our Dumpster Fire Economy! It’ll put ideas in your head about the Fed.”

VOICE OF THE MALL
Attention shoppers, just a remind that Lots O’Books is out of business...

MORRIS
Darn! This mall changes so fast.

VOICE OF THE MALL
But “Off the Shelf” on level 2 is kicking off its annual Book Bazaar with deep discounts.

DORIAN
(pulling out a coupon) 

And I have a coupon for an additional twenty percent off!

MORRIS
Thanks.

DORIAN
I’m thinking about getting an app that will help organize these.

MORRIS
That’s nice.

DORIAN
But I would miss clipping coupons with you every weekend. Would you?

MORRIS
(beat)

Of course I would.

DORIAN
What time is your appointment?
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MORRIS
My meeting with my... client... is at eleven.

DORIAN
I hope they’re worth it.

MORRIS
I’ve been trying to get on his schedule for weeks. 

DORIAN
Oh my god!! 

MORRIS
What?!

DORIAN
Where’s your laptop bag? Did you set it down somewhere?

MORRIS
Oh, uh. I didn’t bring my computer.

DORIAN
How will you review his... spreadsheets?

MORRIS
I have it all on my phone.

DORIAN
(doesn’t believe a word...)

Oh... Ok...

MORRIS
The cloud backup app you put on here. It’s a big help—you’re a big help.

DORIAN
Well, you seem so stressed lately. It’s worse than tax season.

MORRIS
It’s not that bad—

DORIAN
And when you are at home, it’s like you’re a million miles away. We haven’t “crunched 
the numbers” in weeks.

MORRIS
I just have a lot things... to think about.
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DORIAN
What if I got a job?

MORRIS
Now hold on...

DORIAN
The kids are out of the house so I could retire from stay-at-home dadhood. 

MORRIS
That’s nice of you to offer, but, what would you do?

DORIAN
(looking around the mall)

A lot of places here seem to be hiring.

VOICE OF THE MALL
Whether it’s wingtips or Wallabees, you can strut your stuff in the boardroom or on the 
boardwalk. Check out the shoe specials at “Walk Like a Man.”

MORRIS
Retail? Clothes aren’t exactly your thing.

DORIAN
I have plenty of marketable skills. I have experience—

MORRIS
A degree in musical theater and a work history with a twenty-year gap? 

DORIAN
Real life experience. AND I played the lead in How To Succeed in Business.

MORRIS
I think the last thing on your resume was playing Montana Jones in that show at EPCOT.

DORIAN
(wistful)

You didn’t seem to mind my Montana Jones outfit when you’d meet me for “lunch” 
behind the Lichtenstein Cafe. 

MORRIS
That was a long time ago. 

DORIAN
You’re not the same fun-loving man I met at DisneyWorld 25 years ago.
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MORRIS
Things change, Dor... 

(MORRIS looks away, contemplating what to say 
next. DORIAN, hurt, uses this moment to exit.)

MORRIS (CONT’D)
Maybe it’s time I told you...

(turning, realizing he’s alone)
Dorian?

(LORENZO enters to get a cup of coffee from the 
kiosk, but is dismayed to find it closed. He notices 
MORRIS.)

“OUT OF BALANCE”

MORRIS (CONT’D)
I ACCOUNT ALL DAY AND MY ACCOUNTS, WELL THEY...
HOLD ME ACCOUNTABLE TO COUNT EVERYTHING THE 
SAME. 
BUT MY OWN ACCOUNT IS ACTING IN A FUNNY WAY.
AND I’M ACCOUNTABLE TO FIND OUT
WHAT’S LEADING MY ACCOUNT ASTRAY.

Hmmm... Let me put it to you this way...

(JANITOR BOB and MALL COP FRANK enter. 
LORENZO gestures them to come over and listen 
in as well.)

MORRIS (CONT’D)
I EQUATE MY PERSUASIONS TO NUMERICAL EQUATIONS
THERE ARE NUMBERS THAT ARE MISSING ON THIS 
SEPARATE OCCASION. A POTENTIAL HEALTH INVASION 
NOW I’M GUILTY OF EVASION.
I NEED A HARD LOOK AT MY LIFE.

(MORRIS grabs LORENZO by his lapels.)

MORRIS (CONT’D)
Does this make sense? 
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LORENZO
Take it easy, sir...

YOUR LIFE’S OUT OF BALANCE

MORRIS
(indignant)

I beg your pardon?

LORENZO
THE LEDGER IT DOESN’T ADD UP.

MORRIS
I’ll have you know I had straight A’s in—

LORENZO
SO MANY DEBITS, AND NOT MANY CREDITS.
YOUR BOOKS ARE ALL SHOOK UP.

MORRIS
I don’t even know what that means—

LORENZO/BOB/FRANK
THESE MARGINS ARE OUT OF LINE
YOU’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE...

MORRIS
So to balance it?

LORENZO
You subtract!

MORRIS
THIS PAIN OF MINE

EVERY DAY I GET THE MAIL, AND TRY TO EAT SOME 
YUCKY KALE.
I HELP MY DORI BUDGET SO HE CAN FIND THE DEEPEST 
SALES
BUT SINCE THIS NEW DISRUPTION’S GOT ME LOOKING 
KINDA PALE...
THE STATE OF THINGS SEEM QUITE STALE.

THIS SITUATION I AM GLEANING THAT MY FEELINGS 
ARE CAREENING.
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IT IS SEEMING THAT MY PROBLEMS COULD BE MERELY 
RECONVENING. 
AND IF I LOOK REAL CLOSELY I COULD FIND A HIGHER 
MEANING...
TO HELP EASE MY TROUBLED MIND.

LORENZO/BOB/FRANK
YOUR LIFE’S OUT OF BALANCE 
(LIFE’S OUT OF BALANCE)
THE LEDGER IT DOESN’T ADD UP.
SO MANY DEBITS, AND NOT MANY CREDITS. 
(OOH, AHHH)
YOUR BOOKS ARE ALL SHOOK UP.
THESE MARGINS ARE OUT OF LINE
YOU’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE 
(YOU’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE)

MORRIS
And to balance it...

LORENZO/BOB/FRANK
You’ll subtract!

MORRIS

THIS WEIGHT OF MINE.

I guess what I’m trying to say is...

I’VE PAID MY DUES, FOLLOWED ALL THE RULES
MY HAIR HAS GRAYED, HEALTH HAS GONE DOWN THE 
TUBES
THIS MADNESS I’VE STUMBLED INTO
THE FEELING I’M PROBABLY... SCREWED.

I’m...  

JANITOR BOB
You’re...? 

MORRIS
(softly)

I’m afraid.
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MALL COP FRANK
He’s afraid? 

MORRIS
(loudly)

Yes, I’m afraid! 

LORENZO
There you go! 

ALL
MY/YOUR LIFE’S OUT OF BALANCE 
(LIFE’S OUT OF BALANCE)
THIS LEDGER IT DOESN’T ADD UP 
(SHA-LA-LA-LA-LA-OOH)
SO MANY DEBITS AND NOT ENOUGH CREDITS 
(NOT ENOUGH CREDITS)
MY/YOUR BOOKS ARE ALL SHOOK UP 
(SHA-LA-LA-LA-LA)
THESE MARGINS ARE OUT OF LINE 
(MARGINS ARE ALL OUT OF LINE)
I’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE 
(YOU’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE)
I’VE GOT TO FIND BALANCE 
(HE’S GOT TO FIND BALANCE)
GOTTA WORK THE SOLUTION THROUGH 
(OHH SHA-LA-LA-LA OHH-SHA-LA-LA-LA-LA OOH)

(MORRIS sighs and exits, alone.

COFFEE GIRL returns and reopens her kiosk. She 
makes LORENZO, FRANK, and BOB each cups of 
coffee.)

ACT I: SCENE 3

(JAKE and TIFFANY enter.)

TIFFANY
I have to get that gift for Brittany’s baby shower. You remember Brittany, right?

JAKE
Didn’t I suspend her for smoking pot in the girls’ locker room?
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TIFFANY
She’s the one. I’m going to “Carrington and Alexis,” they have the cutest little headbands 
and ruffled diaper covers. What do you think?

JAKE
Sweetheart, I’m sure whatever you get will be fine.

(LORENZO and MALL COP FRANK exit with 
coffee. JANITOR BOB listens.)

TIFFANY
Brittany totally had a crush on you, just like me and the rest of the cheerleading squad did 
back then.

JAKE
Back then?

TIFFANY
I still do, especially with your cute little love handles. 

JAKE
I prefer “sex grips.”

TIFFANY
(giving him a squeeze)

And they work just fine. Did you order your tux yet? 

JAKE
I’m letting J.J. handle my schedule. I can’t think of a better best man than my son.

TIFFANY
But he’s not doing all the work for you, right? The planning is part of the fun!

JAKE
Maybe not as fun for me as it is for you... but I’m glad you’re happy. 

(JANITOR BOB, who has been listening in, laughs 
at this.)

TIFFANY
(to BOB)

Do you mind?

(JANITOR BOB exits)
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TIFFANY (CONT’D)
Your appointment today makes me the happiest! Babe! Afterwards, we should go 
celebrate! Like a special occasion! 

JAKE
Not sure if being approved to have my vasectomy reversed qualifies as “special.”

TIFFANY
It’s special for me. Being able to start a family with you... that’s special.

JAKE
You know it might not work. I had the procedure 10 years ago.

(STAR enters and sees TIFFANY and JAKE.)

STAR
Tiffany Fagaro? I thought that was you! Oh my god, I haven’t seen you since high 
school!

TIFFANY 
Lidia?

STAR
It’s Star now. I changed it for professional reasons.

TIFFANY
Are you an actress?

STAR
No, I’m a Mani/Pedi Specialist at Tropical Waves Salon.

TIFFANY
I have an appointment there today!

STAR
(noticing JAKE)

Principal Martin?!

JAKE
Just Jake is fine.

STAR
I don’t understand.
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TIFFANY
So I teach third grade in our old neighborhood, right? And we ran into each other at a 
school board meeting last year! We’ve been together ever since and now we’re getting 
married!

STAR
Is that, like, allowed?

TIFFANY
We graduated, like, ten years ago.

VOICE OF THE MALL
Attention Mall Shoppers: Feeling dull and worn out? Then sharpen your life with a new 
set of knives from “The Cutting Edge.” 

JAKE
Ok, I’d better go. It was nice seeing you again, Star. See you after my, uh, thing I have to 
do, honey. 

(He kisses TIFFANY and exits. NURSE TORI 
enters to the kiosk.)

STAR
Oh, Tiffany... This is amazing! I’ve always thought he was such a DILF. This is my 
friend... uh... Coffee Girl.

COFFEE GIRL 
My real name is— 

TIFFANY
We’ve met.

STAR
Ok, Tiffany, I want to hear the whole story about you and Mr. M... Jake! Spill!

“BODY CLOCK”

TIFFANY
YOU THINK HIS AGE IS BAD,
HE’S NOT AS OLD AS MY OWN DAD.
I MEAN HE’S OLDER THAN MY STEP-DAD,
BUT I THINK IT’S KINDA RAD.
WE’RE PERFECT FOR EACH OTHER.
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DATED AFTER UNDERGRAD. 
DO YOU THINK I’M MAD?

STAR/COFFEE GIRL/TORI 
No!/Yes!/Whatever.

TIFFANY
WELL, I’M GLAD. LET ME ADD...
LISTEN TO MY BODY CLOCK, IT’S TICKIN’.
LISTEN TO MY BEATING HEART, STILL KICKIN’.
I’M COUNTING ON MY OLDER MAN TO GET ME TO THE 
PROMISED LAND.
LISTEN TO MY BODY CLOCK 

I NEED A BABY, YOU TRACK?
MY BODY CLOCK HAS ATTACKED. 
ALTHOUGH HIS AGE WILL HAVE AN IMPACT
SURELY THERE’S STILL SOME SEED INTACT.
I’LL GET HIM IN THE SACK
AND MAKE SOME REAL BODY CONTACT.
I NEED A BABY IN ME.

STAR/COFFEE GIRL/TORI
Ooo, Girl!/Ohh, Girl./Eww, Girl.

TIFFANY
IT’S A FACT.

ALL
LISTEN TO MY/HER BODY CLOCK, 
(TIFFANY) IT’S TICKIN’. 
LISTEN TO MY/HER BEATING HEART, 
(TIFFANY) STILL KICKIN’.

TIFFANY
I’M COUNTING ON MY OLDER MAN TO GET ME TO THE 
PROMISED LAND. (AH)

ALL
LISTEN TO MY/HER BODY CLOCK.

(Dance break.)
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TIFFANY
MAYBE I’M TOO MUCH FEMALE
MAYBE I’VE BROUGHT JAKEY TO THE BRINK.
MY BODY IS A HOLY GRAIL
AND THERE’S A LOT TO DRINK.
I DON’T WANT TO FIGHT
BUT MY BODY’S FEELIN’ RIGHT.
I JUST NEED TO KNOW, 
IS HE MR. RIGHT?
ISN’T HE MY MR. RIGHT?

(Clock ticks.)

ALL
LISTEN TO MY/HER BODY CLOCK, 
(TIFFANY) IT’S TICKIN’. 
LISTEN TO MY/HER BEATING HEART, 
(TIFFANY) STILL KICKIN’.

TIFFANY
I’M COUNTING ON MY OLDER MAN TO GET ME TO THE 
PROMISED LAND.

ALL
LISTEN TO MY/YOUR BODY CLOCK, IT’S TICKIN’.
LISTEN TO MY/YOUR BODY CLOCK, STILL KICKIN’

TIFFANY
I’M COUNTING ON MY OLDER MAN TO GET ME TO THE 
PROMISED LAND.

ALL
LISTEN TO MY/YOUR BODY CLOCK!

(TIFFANY shows off her ring.)

STAR
A manicure is just what you need to show off that gorgeous rock!

TIFFANY
I know! I’ll see you at the salon!

(They exit in opposite directions.)
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COFFEE GIRL
Great... and I’ll just stay here and... make lattes. Wheee.

(COFFEE GIRL goes about her business at the 
kiosk. NURSE TORI gets her coffee and exits.)

ACT I: SCENE 4

(BETTY JO and SCOOTER enter; they wave to 
COFFEE GIRL, who looks around quizzically then 
realizes they mean her and waves back.)

BETTY JO
Bless her heart... Serving up fancy coffees all day.

SCOOTER
You’re my favorite cup of coffee: hot and sweet.

BETTY JO
What a charmer you are, Scooter Burdette! My momma warned me about men like you. 

SCOOTER 
(trying to joke, but not quite succeeding)

What, that we don’t like doctors?

BETTY JO
Now Scooter...

(He turns away, and her tone softens.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
Are you still worryin’ about the other night?

VOICE OF THE MALL
Hot tip for our Shoppers: there’s a plumbing support seminar at 11:00 at “Art’s Pipes ‘n 
Such.” 

BETTY JO
You know, Scoot, some men would kill for one of those four-hour erections.

SCOOTER
Maybe it’ll fix itself on its own?
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BETTY JO
There’s no shame in seein’ a doctor every now and again.

SCOOTER
But I’m supposed to be your Ram Truck!

BETTY JO
You still are. 

(turning away)
Maybe there’s more I could be doing?

SCOOTER
You’re the greatest. I’m the problem.

BETTY JO
Stop that way of thinkin’ right now.

SCOOTER
Honey, what if I... broke it?

BETTY JO
It’ll be ok, Scoot. 

SCOOTER
But it hasn’t worked right since then.

BETTY JO
Just see the doctor, talk about things, an he’ll come up with a solution.

SCOOTER
I hope you’re right.

BETTY JO
Of course I am! Aren’t I always?!

SCOOTER
It’s frustratin’ not being able to fulfill my husbandly duties.

BETTY JO
We’ll figure it out together: you, me... and the doctor. 

SCOOTER
I hope so...
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BETTY JO
I know so. I know what’ll lift your spirits! One of those Uncle Arnie’s Pretzels! 

(JANITOR BOB enters.)

SCOOTER
The bacon-wrapped cinnamon-sugar ones? Maybe a snack would help!

(to COFFEE GIRL)
Excuse me, young lady. Which way to Uncle Arnie’s...

(MALL COP FRANK enters.)

COFFEE GIRL
I’ll show you. I’ve gotta take these boxes to recycling. Will one of you guys keep an eye 
on things for me?

JANITOR BOB
I will!

(JANITOR BOB drops his mop and hurries behind 
the counter of the kiosk. He eats three free samples 
along the way.)

MALL COP FRANK
And I’ll keep an eye on Bob. 

(SCOOTER exits with COFFEE GIRL)

“STAINLESS STEEL”

BETTY JO
WENT TO TECH SCHOOL TO LEARN A TRADE.
COULD ALWAYS FIGURE OUT HOW THINGS WERE MADE. 
GRADUATED IN MECHANICS, AND DECIDED TO SERVE, 
ENLISTED IN THE ARMY BEFORE I LOST MY NERVE.

C’mon, y’all!

PACKED UP MY BELONGINGS, JUST A WIDE-EYED GIRL.
FOUND STRENGTH AND FERVOR MOVING THROUGH A 
WHOLE NEW WORLD!
ACTION FUELED ME, THERE WAS NO TURNING BACK
MY TACK WOULD TAKE ME... 
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WELL OFF THE BEATEN PATH.

GETTIN’ DIRTY WORKIN’ HARD AND LIVIN’ ROUGH
I EARNED A REPUTATION FOR BEIN’ TOUGH
ALL DAY LONG WITH MEN AND TOOLS AND TANKS AND 
TRUCKS
AND LEARNIN’ HOW TO GIVE EXACTLY ZERO...

Shucks, y’all, that’s another story.

Jump in here, boys!

(JANITOR BOB and MALL COP FRANK rip off 
shirts, grab tool belts from behind the kiosk, and 
cross to her, putting them on.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
STAINLESS STEEL, FEELS SO GOOD IN MY HANDS
STAINLESS STEEL, ALWAYS KNOWIN’ WHERE I STAND
I GET THE JOB DONE, WHEN THE RIGHT TOOL’S A MUST
I GET THE NUT STRAIGHT TO THE BOLT, KNOW JUST THE 
RIGHT THRUST
STAINLESS STEEL, AND IT JUST DON’T RUST

And I’ll tell ya somethin’ else...

LEAVING HOME AT 21 TO FIGHT IN A WAR
NEVER THOUGHT I’D MEET A MAN COULD HANDLE ALL 
THIS AND MORE.
IT WASN’T LONG BEFORE WE MADE OUR PLANS TO WED
AND IN THE MEANTIME WE STAYED BUSY IN THE BACK 
OF THAT OLD TANK SHED

FAST FORWARD NEARLY THIRTY YEARS, WE’VE DONE IT 
ALL
WHAT A LIFE! FOUR KIDS, A SEX DRIVE THAT SURVIVED 
IT ALL
NOW SCOOTER’S STALLING AND HE’S SCARED TO FIND 
OUT WHY
ALL I’M ASKING’S THAT HE GIVE IT... THE OLD COLLEGE 
TRY

STAINLESS STEEL, THIS UNION’S HAD NO FLAW
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STAINLESS STEEL, A LOVE STRAIGHT UP AGAINST THE 
WALL (WINK)
TO GET THE JOB DONE, THE RIGHT TOOL’S A MUST
HE GETS THE BOLT TO MY NUT, ‘SGOT JUST THE RIGHT 
THRUST
STAINLESS STEEL... IN THIS BOND WE TRUST.

CANCER NEARLY BEAT ME, THOUGHT I’D BE SLOWIN’ 
DOWN
BUT I’M FINDING THAT MY BODY JUST WANTS TO “STAY 
DOWNTOWN...”
NOW HIS TEMPLE’S STARTED KEEPING SCORE
AND ALL I WANT IS (HONESTLY?) MORE... JUST MORE

Whew! Is it just me or is it hot in here? Where was I?

STAINLESS STEEL, LIKE THE TOOLS IN MY BELT
STAINLESS STEEL, I CAN HANDLE WHATEVER I’M DEALT
TO GET A JOB DONE
YOU NEED THE RIGHT TOOL
I DUG DEEP TO FIND MINE, SCOOTER
HOW ‘BOUT YOU?

ALL
STAINLESS STEEL, LIKE THE TOOLS IN HER BELT
STAINLESS STEEL, SHE CAN HANDLE WHATEVER SHE’S 
DEALT
TO GET A JOB DONE
YOU NEED THE RIGHT TOOL
JUST GO FOR IT, SCOOT...
DON’T BE A FOOL!

(SCOOTER and COFFEE GIRL re-enter.)

BETTY JO
I mean, I beat cancer, y’all... Scooter, you’re too chicken to go the doc?

ALL
STAINLESS STEEL!
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BETTY JO
Now honey, I’m serious... get that bolt rethreaded!

AND WE NEVER EVER... RUST!

(The men grab their shirts at the kiosk. JANITOR 
BOB exits. MALL COP FRANK helps COFFEE 
GIRL tidy up [putting away their tool belts, etc], 
then exits.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
Did you get your pretzel?

SCOOTER
I did and it was delicious.

BETTY JO
Alright then. Now you best get to the doctor. I’ll meet up with you after my hair 
appointment so you can tell me about it.

(SCOOTER exits, depressed about his impending 
appointment. BETTY JO watches him, then exits.)

ACT I: SCENE 5

(Option: scene change for salon set here)

(DORIAN enters, reading from some sheets of 
paper. He pauses to put them away and to type on 
his phone, but is vexed. After a moment of 
frustration, he crosses to COFFEE GIRL at the 
kiosk.)

DORIAN
Excuse me, I’m having a little trouble getting on the wifi here. 

COFFEE GIRL
That’s a zero, not an O. 

DORIAN
A zero... Ah-ha! Thank you.

COFFEE GIRL
No problem. We’ve got an “iFix uPhone” store. They can help you...
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DORIAN
I don’t need help. I’ve been using computers as long as you’ve been alive.

COFFEE GIRL
Well, excuse me, Steve Jobs.

DORIAN
I’m surprised you’re even old enough to know who that is.

COFFEE GIRL
Wow, sick burn.

DORIAN
I’m sorry, that was so rude of me. Really, you were just being nice—

COFFEE GIRL
Don’t tell people I’m nice. It’ll ruin my reputation.

DORIAN
It’s just between us. 

COFFEE GIRL
I remember you from this morning: Coupon Guy.

DORIAN
That’s me. Do you happen to remember the man I was with this morning?

COFFEE GIRL
Sure I do. Super uptight. He was twitchy even before his coffee.

DORIAN
That’s him. Did you see where he went later?

COFFEE GIRL
Why, did one of you lose something? 

DORIAN
Why would you ask that?

COFFEE GIRL
I saw him start walking off down that way, and then he came back here, and then went off 
in the other direction. I figured he was looking for something.

(COFFEE GIRL returns to the kiosk for song.)

“THE MORRIS CODE I”
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(MUSIC IN.)

DORIAN
(spoken)

I’m on to your Morris code.
I can’t be fooled
I’m gonna follow these clues I’ve gathered… 
One and two.

COFFEE GIRL
(excited)

CLUE ONE

DORIAN
HE SEEMED A LITTLE NERVOUS AND SO WITHDRAWN...

COFFEE GIRL
I READ IT ON HIS FACE...

DORIAN
NEVER TOOK HIM FOR A GAY DON JUAN

COFFEE GIRL
CLUE TWO:
HE WALKED IN THE WRONG DIRECTION… WHICH IS 
ODD... 

DORIAN
Even for him...

IT ALL ADDS UP. I’M NOT WRONG!
So let’s review...

THE NUMBERS ARE WRONG 

COFFEE GIRL
HE’S TWITCHY AND NERVOUS 

DORIAN
HE’S WALKING IN CIRCLES. 

COFFEE GIRL
SO WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

DORIAN
MY HYPOTHESIS ON THE CASE AGAINST HIM IS…
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COFFEE GIRL
Well?

DORIAN/COFFEE GIRL
THAT I DON’T HAVE A CLUE!

DORIAN
And if one of us did... lose something... is there security I could talk to? Maybe they 
have, I don’t know, surveillance cameras?

COFFEE GIRL
Oh sure. Look for Frank, he’s our Mall Cop. He’s usually near the food court by now.

DORIAN
Thank you. You really have been helpful.

COFFEE GIRL
Our secret.

(She smiles at DORIAN and exits. DORIAN checks 
his watch and exits.)

(Option: scene change for salon set here)

ACT I: SCENE 6

(The Tropical Waves Spa. Music underscoring. 
LORENZO is reviewing appointment book at desk; 
STAR is replenishing supplies at nail table. The 
phone rings. LORENZO answers.)

LORENZO
Tropical Waves by Lorenzo, how can I help? Yes, good morning. Uh huh... Uh huh. That 
is unfortunate.

(looking through appointment book)
Hmmm... of course we can help. Star is available Thursday at 10.
You’re welcome.
Yes, Thursday at 10.

(He hangs up the phone as TIFFANY enters with 
shopping bags.)
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LORENZO (CONT’D)
Welcome to Tropical Waves by Lorenzo. I’m Lorenzo. How can we help you?

TIFFANY
Hi. I made an appointment this morning for a fill-in. 

LORENZO
And you are?

STAR
(to LORENZO)

It’s Tiffany Fagaro.
Hi, Tiff! Come on over!

(LORENZO updates his book as BETTY JO 
enters.)

LORENZO
Welcome to Tropical Waves by Lorenzo. I’m Lorenzo. And you are?

BETTY JO
Betty Jo Burdette.

LORENZO
(checking appointment book)

Is this your first time?

BETTY JO
(saucy)

Definitely not.

(LORENZO likes her immediately.)

LORENZO
Can I offer you a something to drink? Bottled water? Herbal tea? A mimosa? 

BETTY JO
Ooh, that does sound like a treat!

(LORENZO gets small bottles of champagne and 
OJ from below the counter and pours them into a 
plastic champagne flute.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
This is a lovely place you have. 
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LORENZO
Thank you so much. We’ve been hanging on for about eight years now.

BETTY JO
Good for you! It must be your wonderful customer service.

STAR
It’s the free booze.

LORENZO
I call it pampering.

(DORIAN enters with a bag from “Walk Like a 
Man” shoes. He looks utterly defeated.)

LORENZO (CONT’D)
Welcome to Tropical Waves by Lorenzo. I’m Lorenzo.

DORIAN
Dorian Tucker-Gray. I have an appointment... Sorry, I’m a bit early.

LORENZO
(checking appointment book)

I have you down for a trim.
(giving him a once-over)

Are you sure that’s all you need?

DORIAN
That’s all my coupon covers.

LORENZO
Mm-hmm. I see. Please have a seat. I’ll be with you soon.

BETTY JO
(to DORIAN)

Hi there! I’m Betty Jo... 

DORIAN
Dorian Tucker-Gray.

BETTY JO
Have a mimosa!

DORIAN
(checking his coupon)

Uh, that sounds so nice, but I don’t think that’s included...
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BETTY JO
It’s free!

LORENZO
(smugly, to STAR)

Pampering.

(LORENZO goes to desk to make another drink.)

DORIAN
Oh, why, then yes, actually, that would be rather nice.

TIFFANY
Did he say there was herbal tea? I’m doing a cleanse right now. No alcohol for 30 days.

LORENZO
I would rather die.

STAR
Because she’s trying to have a baby.

LORENZO
Even worse.

(LORENZO makes the tea and brings the drinks 
over.)

BETTY JO
Bless your heart.

TIFFANY
(to DORIAN)

Hi, I’m Tiffany. I like your tote bag. It’s like this vintage satchel I got from an antique 
shop!

DORIAN
Vintage... Antique? Oh God, that all sounds so... old.

BETTY JO
Now don’t you worry. You’re only as old as you feel!

DORIAN
Well, I feel old.

BETTY JO
Drink up... It’ll help.
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DORIAN
(sipping his drink)

I needed one of these before fighting the crowds at “Walk Like a Man.”

BETTY JO
Shopping, huh? We came to the mall today so my husband Scooter could see a doctor.

DORIAN
Is he ok? 

BETTY JO
Oh, sure. Just a little trouble with the ol’ ... carburetor, if you know what I mean. Y’know, 
his... pistons get stuck?

(DORIAN isn’t comprehending.)

DORIAN
I don’t really know about cars?

(DORIAN looks at her blankly.)

BETTY JO
He’s seeing a doctor for his--

(LORENZO indicates a “downward trajectory” with  
his finger, complete with whistle sound effect.)

DORIAN
Oh! Right. I get it. Sorry. 

TIFFANY
My fiancee is here to see his doctor too! So he can get his vasectomy reversed.

LORENZO
Ouch!

DORIAN
A baby! Are you excited?

TIFFANY
I am, obviously. But he’s not as excited as I’d hoped.
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STAR
Well, he’s a lot older than you... about their...

(indicating DORIAN and BETTY JO)
...ages.

BETTY JO
(good-naturedly)

Ancient.

DORIAN
(smiling)

Decrepit.

(They toast their mimosa glasses.)

TIFFANY
I’ve read that as couples get older, have kids, settle down... things change.

DORIAN
(with a sudden, horrified realization)

Things do change! 

(DORIAN begins to silently work himself up.)

BETTY JO
Sure, some things. My boobs don’t sit quite where they used to. And Scooter’s little 
engine, you know. 

LORENZO/STAR
We remember.

DORIAN
I hate change!

TIFFANY & STAR & LORENZO 
Me too! / So do I! / Hate it!

(Suddenly, from out of the din emerges:)

DORIAN
I think Morris is cheating on me!

(The silence is deafening.)

TIFFANY
Have you confronted him about this?
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DORIAN
Not yet. I don’t have any real proof. Except that every time he says he has a “meeting” he 
comes to this mall. I checked his GPS and he’s been here four times in the last few 
months.

TIFFANY
What do you think he’s up to?

DORIAN
I’m trying to figure that out. I’m getting tired of his excuses.

BETTY JO
Honey, you need to sit down and talk to him. 

DORIAN
Morris isn’t a “feelings” kind of guy.

BETTY JO
I always tell Scooter that he’ll live longer if he talks about things that bother him.

DORIAN
But Morris is all business and buttoned-up shirts.

LORENZO
Ohh, him! I saw him earlier. I know exactly the guy you mean.

DORIAN
You do? Was he doing anything shady?

LORENZO
He had a lot on his mind. A little uptight, maybe.

DORIAN
I just can’t shake this bad feeling I have.

TIFFANY
Maybe it’s not about you at all. Maybe he’s having a mid-life crisis.

BETTY JO
Maybe it’s MANopause. 

(The others are skeptical.) 

DORIAN
Never heard of it.
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(He reaches for his phone and types it in.)

DORIAN (CONT’D)
M-A-N-o-p-a-u-s-e. 

BETTY JO
When men go through their change. Though I don’t reckon the men get hot flashes. If 
they did, they’d never stop talking about it.

DORIAN
Hey, it’s for real! And symptoms include fatigue, low sex drive, and mood swings. And it 
can make men gain weight! 

STAR
Maybe you have it too!

DORIAN
Did you just tell me I’m fat?

STAR
Ohmygod, no! My girlfriends and I get our periods at the same time. So maybe you and 
Morris are having MANopause at the same time!

TIFFANY
Do you have trouble sleeping? Feel like your body’s all out of whack? Having trouble 
with your... 

LORENZO
Tote bag?

DORIAN
Yes, yes, and... Oh, well, um... yes, sometimes. 

BETTY JO
He could have the same problems and be too embarrassed to talk about it! 

DORIAN
Or maybe I’m the one... I have all of those symptoms and yes, I might have put on couple 
of pounds. Maybe he no longer finds me attractive!

BETTY JO
Or maybe instead of worrying about what he’s thinking, it’s time to do something just for 
you?
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TIFFANY
Yeah, you need some self-care. We’re at a spa! Go crazy!

BETTY JO
Maybe a new look would give you a new perspective... the little boost you need to talk to 
him. 

(She shows them both a picture from the magazine 
she’s reading.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
What do you think?

(MUSIC IN.)

TIFFANY
Perfect.

DORIAN
I like it, but I don’t have a coupon for that.

BETTY JO
Dorian, you are worth full price. It’s time to believe it and put yourself first. 

“ATTACK IS THE BEST DEFENSE” 

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
SCOOTER HAS AN IRRITABLE BOWEL,
EXPELLING GAS THAT SMELLS SO FOUL!
I PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT HE EATS,
I TAKE CARE OF HIM, BUT MAMA NEEDS A TREAT.

TIFFANY
PRINCIPAL JAKE  IS GOOD LOOKING,
BUT IT’S UP TO ME TO KEEP THINGS COOKING.
I’M GENTLE WITH HIS ACHING KNEE,
I HELP HIM WHEN I CAN, BUT, LIKE, I GOTTA HELP ME.

BETTY JO & TIFFANY
HUSBANDS CAN DRIVE US CRAZY,
LET’S SHAKE IT UP TONIGHT! 
CUZ THEY CAN BE AMAZING
WHEN THEY DO IT RIGHT!
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STAR
Listen, Dorian.

YOU THINK THAT MORRIS IS CHEATING ON YOU.
YOU’RE CONFUSED AND DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO! 

LORENZO
MAYBE YOU NEED TO FIND A NEW HOOK. 
SO START RIGHT HERE BY GETTING YOURSELF A NEW 
LOOK.

ALL
HUSBANDS CAN DRIVE US CRAZY, 
LET’S SHAKE IT UP TONIGHT! 
CUZ THEY CAN BE AMAZING, 
WHEN THEY DO IT RIGHT. 

OUR MEN HAVE COMPLICATED ISSUES (HA)
THAT WE WILL ADMIT 
BUT WE DEAL WITH THEIR ISSUES, 
WITHOUT THEM KNOWING IT. 
THEY’RE LIKE QUARTERBACKS ON THE FIELD, ALWAYS 
ON THE OFFENSE. 
BUT WE’VE FOUND THE ANSWER: ATTACK... IS THE BEST 
DEFENSE. 

DORIAN
IF MY MAN’S STRAYIN’ WILL A NEW LOOK WORK? 

TIFFANY
GET SOME SHARP NEW CLOTHES, 
MAKE HIM GO BERSERK!

BETTY JO
IT’S NOT THE CLOTHING THAT WILL CAUSE THE 
REACTION. 
IT’S YOUR CONFIDENCE THAT MAKES THE ATTRACTION.

BETTY JO & TIFFANY 
WE’LL GET YOUR SWAGGER RIGHT OFF THE CHARTS! 
LOOKIN’ SHARPER THAN A DAGGER THROUGH YOUR 
MAN’S HEART. 

DORIAN
I FEEL STRONGER, LET’S GIVE IT A GO. 
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LORENZO & STAR 
WE’RE READY TO PUT ON A DORIAN SHOW!

ALL
HUSBANDS CAN DRIVE US CRAZY, 
LET’S SHAKE IT UP TONIGHT! 
BUT THEY CAN BE AMAZING, 
WHEN THEY DO IT RIGHT. 

OUR MEN HAVE COMPLICATED ISSUES (HA)
THAT WE WILL ADMIT, 
BUT WE DEAL WITH THEIR ISSUES, 
WITHOUT THEM KNOWING IT. 
THEY’RE LIKE QUARTERBACKS ON THE FIELD, ALWAYS 
ON THE OFFENSE. 
BUT WE’VE FOUND THE ANSWER: ATTACK IS THE BEST 
DEFENSE. 

THERE’S NOTHING LIKE IT
WE DO SO MUCH FOR LOVE
GIVING IT ALL UP FOR THEM
AND PUTTING IT ABOVE OURSELVES 

(Full bridge x3.)

DORIAN
(frustrated)

Marriage.

BETTY JO
(practical)

Marriage.

TIFFANY
(dreamy)

Marriage!

LORENZO
Oh, sweetie.

(Throughout this next section, LORENZO has 
whirled DORIAN behind a screen to give him his 
new look. Tufts of hair go flying everywhere.)
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ALL
HUSBANDS CAN DRIVE US CRAZY, 
LET’S SHAKE IT UP TONIGHT! 
BUT THEY CAN BE AMAZING, 
WHEN THEY DO IT RIGHT. 

LORENZO
And I know how do it right!

(DORIAN’s sexy new haircut is revealed!)

ALL
OUR MEN HAVE COMPLICATED ISSUES (HA)
THAT WE WILL ADMIT, 
BUT WE DEAL WITH THEIR ISSUES, 
WITHOUT THEM KNOWING IT. 
THEY’RE LIKE QUARTERBACKS ON THE FIELD, ALWAYS 
ON THE OFFENSE. 
BUT WE’VE FOUND THE ANSWER: ATTACK IS THE BEST 
DEFENSE. 

ATTACK IS THE BEST DEFENSE!

(And with that, LORENZO escorts BETTY JO to 
her seat behind the screen. STAR continues 
gossiping with TIFFANY while her nails dry. 
DORIAN, with a renewed sense of confidence, goes 
off in search of the truth. At the scene change, 
LORENZO, BETTY JO, STAR, and TIFFANY 
exit.)

ACT 1: SCENE 7

(Option: set changes to urology office)

(MALL COP FRANK enters, followed by 
DORIAN.)

DORIAN
Excuse me... are you... uh... the mall cop?

MALL COP FRANK
Yes, I am! I’m Frank.
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DORIAN
I hope so. Uh.. “Coffee Girl” told me you could help me with a missing person.

MALL COP FRANK
(pulling out his notepad)

Where did you last see him? By the way, nice haircut.

DORIAN
Thank you. He was by the coffee counter this morning.

MALL COP FRANK
And what was he wearing?

DORIAN
A grey suit with a blue shirt and tie. Suspenders.

MALL COP FRANK
Sounds adorable. And he’s how old?

DORIAN
He just turned sixty.

MALL COP FRANK
Six?

DORIAN
No, Six-ty.

MALL COP FRANK
I thought we were looking for a lost child?

DORIAN
No, no. My husband.

MALL COP FRANK
(putting away his notepad)

Ok. Why don’t you just call him?

MALL COP FRANK (CONT’D)
Why don’t you just call him?

DORIAN
I don’t want to disturb him when he’s with a client. Unless... HE’s the client. Oh god. 
You’ve never had any problems with crime here, have you? Like, solicitation?
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MALL COP FRANK
Nah, groups need to get a permit if they want to hand out flyers. 

“THE MORRIS CODE II”

(MUSIC IN.)

DORIAN
(spoken)

Well, his scent’s getting clearer. 
Your Morris code, I’ll explore.
And now I’ve discovered these new clues
Three and four.

MALL COP FRANK
(getting into it)

CLUE THREE:

DORIAN
WHY CAN’T I FIND HIM IN THIS STUPID FRIGGIN MALL… 

MALL COP FRANK
WHO MIGHT HE BE WITH?

DORIAN
IS HE HANGING WITH SOME STUDLY GREEK GOD?

MALL COP FRANK
CLUE FIVE: 
YOU’VE LOST HIS LOCATION 

DORIAN
HE WON’T TAKE MY CALLS... 

MALL COP FRANK
WHERE ARE YOU MORRIS?

DORIAN
IS HE IN DANGER, ABDUCTED, OR JUST… GONE?
IS HE UP TO SOME TRICKS?
HAS HE SOME NEW ELIXIR?
IS THERE A “BISCUIT”
SOMEWHERE IN THIS MIX, SIR?
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(MORE)

45.

MALL COP FRANK
YOUR FEELING IN THIS CASE AGAINST HIM IS…

DORIAN/MALL COP FRANK
I DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO!

DORIAN
So if someone were going to do something... untoward and wanted some privacy?

MALL COP FRANK
I don’t follow.

DORIAN
If two people wanted to be alone...

MALL COP FRANK
Oh! Sure! There’s a cozy little dessert place down that way. “Guilty Pleasures.” It’s right 
next to the mattress store.

DORIAN
Oh my god. Which way?

(FRANK points and DORIAN hurries off in that 
direction. FRANK exits.)

(Option: scene change to urology office.)

ACT 1: SCENE 8

(The Urology Office of Feingold, Johnson, and 
Patel. MORRIS is seated reading a book. 
SCOOTER is standing at the desk signing in. 
NURSE TORI is at the desk on the phone. She is 
having a bad day.)

NURSE TORI
Thank you for calling the urology offices of Doctors Feingold, Johnson, and Patel, how 
may I help you? 
No. 
No. 
Nope. Proctology is completely different. 
I’ll get you a referral. Please hold.

(looking up a referral)
(MORE)
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You’ll want to contact... Dr. Lipshitz. 
No, sir. I’m not joking. 

SCOOTER
These docs must specialize by name!

NURSE TORI
Excuse me? 

SCOOTER
Well, that proctologist there, and y’all got a Doc Johnson here. Y’know like “I’m here to 
see Doc Johnson... about my Johnson.” I bet you’ve heard that a thousand times.

NURSE TORI
Not really. He’s new to the practice.

SCOOTER
What was the last guy’s name? 

NURSE TORI
(sighing)

Dr. Wood.

SCOOTER
Alright!

(SCOOTER takes a seat next to MORRIS.)

(JAKE enters. He stops, wincing, and rubs his 
knee.)

JAKE
Hi there. Jake Martin? I have an appointment with Dr. Feingold?

NURSE TORI
Sign in and have a seat. 

(sighing)
Please.

(MALL COP FRANK enters)

MALL COP FRANK
Hey, Tori! You’ve got a full house today. Well, make that three of a kind.

NURSE TORI (CONT’D)
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NURSE TORI
Hiya, Frank. 

JAKE
You’re not here for an appointment, are you?

MALL COP FRANK
How’d you guess?

JAKE
You’re the only one who looks happy to be here.

MALL COP FRANK
Urologists have the best bathrooms.

(MALL COP FRANK continues through the office 
to the restroom. JAKE sits and pulls out his phone.)

SCOOTER
(leaning to MORRIS)

Whatta you call a urologist on social media?

MORRIS
I honestly have no idea.

(MORRIS returns to his book.)

SCOOTER
A DikDok! You know? Like that app where the teenagers make all them dancing videos?

JAKE
Ohhh... sure. My fiancee loves those. To be honest, I don’t get any of it.

SCOOTER
I’m Scooter, Scooter Burdette.

JAKE
Jake Martin.

(JAKE starts to rise, his knee buckles, so he sits 
back down, rubbing it. JAKE and SCOOTER look 
at MORRIS expectantly. He brings his book down.)
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MORRIS
Morris Tucker-Gray. 

SCOOTER
Nice to meet ya, Morris, Jake. 

(to JAKE)
If you’re here for your knee, you definitely made a wrong turn.

JAKE
Just an old college baseball injury. It’s always something these days, right?

SCOOTER
What’re you boys here for?

MORRIS
(raising book)

That’s personal.

SCOOTER
Something troubling you there?

MORRIS
I’ve got a list of things troubling me.

JAKE
I bet mine’s longer.

SCOOTER
Ha! Longer! Good one, buddy! And you? You mentioned a fiancee?

JAKE
Yes. My fiancee Tiffany wants a baby. So I’m here to have my vasectomy reversed.

SCOOTER
Woo-whee! I don’t know which is braver: having a kid at your age or letting a doctor 
knife your...

(He gestures to his manly region.)

JAKE
You’re not wrong about that. I went through seven bags of frozen peas before I could sit 
right. 

(The men squirm uncomfortably, imagining the 
discomfort.)

48.



Copyrighted
49.

MORRIS
I can’t help but look at the math. When it comes to questions of fertility... Your fiancee 
is... how old? 

JAKE
Twenty-eight. I love her and I love kids, but I was hoping to retire in four or five years. 

SCOOTER
(to MORRIS)

You ever think about retiring? You look old enough to qualify.

MORRIS
(uneasily)

Yes... I’ve worked hard all my life. I’ve put enough away to retire, but...

SCOOTER
Go on. Sometimes telling total strangers your deepest, darkest fears can really help!

MORRIS
Now I don’t know how many years I’ve got left! I’m having trouble with my prostate.

SCOOTER
You think you might have... The Cancer?

MORRIS
Not so loud!

SCOOTER
My wife says that it helps to talk about our feelings.

NURSE TORI
I can’t imagine someone who talks more than you. No, really. I’m trying and I can’t.

(They give her a look and she goes back about her 
business.)

MORRIS
It’s bad enough I might be dying, but how do I tell my husband?

SCOOTER
Y’all really have to work on your communication skills.

MORRIS
Maybe Dorian won’t have to know. Maybe it’s nothing. Just a boring lump.
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JAKE
I hear you. I wake up every morning and find a new lump or bump or spot. Getting older 
is hard.

SCOOTER
Speaking of hard, and since we’re sharing our man problems... I took one of them blue 
pills, Phiallus, and I ended up with one of them four-hour boners. 

NURSE TORI
Good thing that’s the only side effect you got.

SCOOTER
There’s more?

NURSE TORI
(picking up brochure from the desk)

Says here that the other side effects may include sudden vision loss, ringing in your ears, 
chest pain, shortness of breath, fainting, stuffy nose, diarrhea, jaundice, toothaches, and 
uncontrolled flatulence.

SCOOTER/MORRIS/JAKE
Holy shit!

SCOOTER
I didn’t get any of those, but I think I might’ve stripped a gear. What if I broke it for 
good? I used to need help keeping it down, and now I need help keeping it up.

JAKE
God, I remember those days. I did what they always said -- thought about baseball.

MORRIS
Thinking about baseball used to be what got it up. 

NURSE TORI
Gentlemen, if you’ll give me a moment, I’ll see what’s keeping your doctors. I’ve had 
about all I can take with this conversation.

(She exits.)

JAKE
I wasn’t prepared for all this.

MORRIS
At fifty, I started losing the hair on my head— 
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MORRIS/JAKE/SCOOTER
And growing it everywhere else!

SCOOTER
Last week, I bought a special trimmer for my nose hairs.

JAKE
Tiffany calls it “manscaping.” 

MORRIS
And now if it’s not my outsides falling apart, it’s my insides. I’m constantly peeing...

JAKE
It happens to the best of us.

“BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE”

SCOOTER
No kidding. So many changes...

I’M AN OLDER MAN WITH AN IRRITABLE BOWEL!
WHOSE POOR DIGESTIVE TRACT HAS THROWN IN THE 
TOWEL. 
WHEN I’M WATCHING THE GAME, DON’T WANT MY 
SNACKS TO BE LAME. CELERY CAN’T SUB FOR CHICKEN 
WINGS. THAT’S A FOUL!

MORRIS
I’M A CONCERNED MAN WHO SEES THE ADS ON TV
ABOUT THE THINGS THAT AFFECT HOW I PEE.
AND IF MY PEE ISN’T AFFECTED, ONE OF THE OTHER 
SIDE EFFECTS WILL PROBABLY... KILL ME!

JAKE
I’M A ROMANTIC WITH A WOMAN WHO’S HALF MY AGE!
WHO WANTS MORE THAN I CAN OFFER AT THIS STAGE. 
SHE’LL PROBABLY LEAVE ME FOR A YOUNGER MAN. 
AND IT KEEPS ME WONDERING... WHY ARE WE 
ENGAGED? 

ALL (CHORUS)
AGING IS NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART.
IT’S MESSY AND DISGUSTING, AND TAKES SOME 
ADJUSTING.
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BUT IT BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE ALL TO HELL, 
OH HELL, AIN’T IT SWELL?

JAKE
ONCE WAS A 10, BUT NOW I’M A SOLID 8... (OK, A 6.)

MORRIS
ONCE SLEPT LIKE A ROCK, NOW IT’S CPAP... OR 
ASPHYXIATE

SCOOTER
I WALK THE TREADMILL LIKE A NUT, BUT IT DOESN’T 
HELP THIS SAGGING GUT

ALL
WE’RE THREE PIGGIES IN A HOUSE OF STICKS!

(they make a blowing sound)
AGING IS NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART.
IT’S MESSY AND DISGUSTING, AND TAKES SOME 
ADJUSTING.
BUT IT BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE ALL TO HELL, 
OH HELL, AIN’T IT SWELL?

JAKE
I’M A RELATIVELY YOUNGER MAN!

MORRIS 
What? Maybe in dog years.

JAKE
DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOODOO DO DOO!

C’mon, join me!

ALL
DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOOT DOODOO DO DOO!

WENT TO BED I WAS FEELING FINE, BUT I WOKE UP 
WITH AN ACHE IN MY SPINE? 
WHAT DID I DO TO CAUSE SUCH PAIN?
READ THE PAPER, WORKED A CROSSWORD. 
IT MUST BE A SIGN, IT MUST BE A SIGN THAT...

AGING IS NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART.
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IT’S MESSY AND DISGUSTING, AND TAKES SOME 
ADJUSTING.
BUT IT BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE ALL TO HELL, 
OH HELL, AIN’T IT SWELL?

JAKE
What if I’m a dad at sixty? Dirty diapers and sleepless nights don’t exactly appeal to me.

SCOOTER
What if I can’t get it going? Will my girl still love me?

JAKE
What if we have twins? My God!

SCOOTER
What if she dumps me? 

MORRIS
What if I die?

JAKE
That’s kind of heavy, don’t you think?

SCOOTER
Yeah, you totally killed the mood.

MORRIS
Sorry. This getting old stuff really sucks! Let’s lighten things up. Follow me.

(He proceeds to stomp and clap. The others get 
excited and join him.)

ALL
AGING IS NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART.
IT’S MESSY AND DISGUSTING, AND TAKES SOME 
ADJUSTING.
BUT IT BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE ALL TO HELL, 
OH HELL, AIN’T IT SWELL?

MALL COP FRANK
(re-entering)

What’s that smell?
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SCOOTER
Just one of those “side effects,” I guess.

MALL COP FRANK
That’s so foul I can taste it.

SCOOTER
(sheepishly)

Sorry, guys.

MORRIS/SCOOTER/JAKE
AIN’T GETTING OLDER MORONIC’LY, IRONIC’LY 
CHRONOLOGIC’LY...

NURSE TORI
Mr. Tucker, the doctor will see you now.

MALL COP FRANK
SWELL!

MORRIS/SCOOTER/JAKE
BEATS THE ALTERNATIVE ALL TO HELL!

(All exit. Blackout.)

END OF ACT 1

ACT 2: SCENE 1

(The mall food court. Some of it is clearly junk 
food, some of it tries to make itself seem like 
something healthy. But it’s still a food court. Lights 
are out.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
Attention Mall Shoppers: Don’t forget to stop by our Food Court for great food... and 
clean restrooms. 

(Lights up. SCOOTER enters first, checking his 
watch. JAKE enters.)

SCOOTER 
Hey, buddy, over here! What’d the doc say?
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JAKE
He’ll perform the procedure as soon as I want him to.

SCOOTER
So when’s the big day?

JAKE
My calendar is very full. And you?

SCOOTER
Turns out it’s a “contraindication” with my blood pressure medicine. No more Phiallus.

JAKE
I’ve heard Ginseng can help. Tiff puts it in my smoothies. She says it’s good for 
“vitality.” Can’t be for the taste—it tastes like dirt.

SCOOTER
No sign of Morris yet?

JAKE
Hey, there he is

(JAKE waves him over. MORRIS enters, looking 
distraught: his shirt is coming untucked and his eyes 
are glazed.)

JAKE (CONT’D)
How did it go? What did he say?

MORRIS
I don’t know. 

SCOOTER
Come on now. He musta said something.

MORRIS
That’s what he said. “I don’t know.”The report was missing a page. He’s going to have it 
faxed over, so I’ll go back in an hour.

SCOOTER
That’s why us having lunch together is such a great idea—

JAKE
It was your idea.
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MORRIS
I’m supposed to meet Dorian. But I don’t think I can face him yet, not knowing the 
results. Lunch it is. I’ll just... text him... 

(MORRIS gets out his phone and sends a text.)

SCOOTER
How about the food court? There’ll be something for all of us there.

JAKE
And some of it’s actually edible. Good idea.

MORRIS
There. I said I’m still holed up with the client. It can’t take the doctor that long to read a 
biopsy report. The food court?

“FOOD COURT TANGO”

JAKE
WE CAME TO THE MALL FOR HEALTH REASONS
SO COMMON IN THESE LATER SEASONS
BUT THEN WE CATCH WHIFFS OF THE GREASE AND 
POOF...
IT’S CULINARY TREASON!

MORRIS
I’M TAKING A CHANCE, CHANCE, CHANCE 
ON THE FOOD COURT DANCE.
I HOPE I DON’T DIE WHEN THINGS GO AWRY
TRYING FAST FOOD THAI.
EATING AROUND THE WORLD,
PAPER NAPKINS UNFURLED,
IF I SPRINT TO THE BATHROOM 
YOU’LL KNOW WHY.

SCOOTER
WHEN MY APPETITE’S IN SQUALOR, 
NOTHIN’ ELSE CAN MAKE ME HOLLER,
LIKE A BURGER FOR A DOLLAR.
I’M A VALUE MENU SCHOLAR!

JAKE
(in bad Italian accent)

I’LL SPEND SOME CHEDDAR FOR A PIZZA, 
LOADED ONIONS, EXTRA MEAT-SA
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ONE OF MY FAVORITE NAUGHTY TREATS-AH
BUT THEN IT GIVES ME THE SHEETS-AH!

JAKE, MORRIS & SCOOTER
WE’RE TAKING A CHANCE, CHANCE, CHANCE
ON THE FOOD COURT DANCE.
WE HOPE WE DON’T DIE WHEN THINGS GO AWRY
TRYING FAST FOOD THAI.

(ENSEMBLE enters.)

JAKE, MORRIS & SCOOTER (CONT’D)
EATING AROUND THE WORLD,
PAPER NAPKINS UNFURLED,
IF WE SPRINT FOR THE BATHROOM 

ENSEMBLE
SPRINT FOR THE BATHROOM

JAKE, MORRIS & SCOOTER
YOU’LL KNOW WHY.

(Dance break.)

MORRIS
DON’T YOU THINK IT’S KINDA NUTS,
PLAYING ROULETTE WITH OUR GUTS?

SCOOTER
THIS FOOD DOES GO STRAIGHT TO OUR BUTTS.

JAKE
GONNA END UP LOOKING LIKE JABBA THE HUTT!

(He laughs like Jabba the Hutt from Star Wars.)

MORRIS
I CAN FEEL MY ARTERIES CLOGGING.

JAKE
MAYBE WE SHOULD HAVE ALL GONE JOGGING.

MORRIS & SCOOTER
Have you lost it, man?
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MORRIS
I DON’T KNOW IF I HAVE THE POWER
TO STOMACH A BOWL OF CAULIFLOWER.

JAKE
BEFORE THIS TURNS INTO A BALLAD,
JUST SHUT UP AND JUST ORDER SALAD.

SCOOTER 
IT’S SO EASY TO GIVE OUT ADVICE. 
I’D WANT A MEDAL FOR THAT SACRIFICE!

ALL
Damn right!

JAKE, MORRIS & SCOOTER
WE’RE TAKING A CHANCE, CHANCE, CHANCE 
ON THE FOOD COURT DANCE.
THERE GOES ALL OUR FUN, OH THE FOOD WE WILL 
SHUN,
TASTEBUDS SET TO STUN
EATING LEAFY GREENS
DIGESTIVE TRACTS THAT ARE CLEAN.
OUR DAYS OF GREASY FAST FOOD, THEY ARE DONE.

MORRIS
Well, what should we do?

JAKE/MORRIS/SCOOTER
Hmmm...

ENSEMBLE MEN
BAD FOOD FOOD COURT DANCE
YOUR PANTS ALL ASKANCE
CHOOSE WISE YOUR FRENCH FRIED 
PRIZE
IT’S YOUR CERTAIN DEMISE
INVITE AN INTERNAL COUP
THERE’S A RISK THAT YOU’RE 
GOING TO SPEW

ENSEMBLE WOMEN
TANGO!

(repeated throughout chorus)

  FULL ENSEMBLE
TRY IT! (X5)
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(All now sing in counterpoint.)

JAKE, MORRIS & SCOOTER
WE’RE TAKING A CHANCE, CHANCE, CHANCE
ON THE FOOD COURT DANCE.
WE HOPE WE DON’T DIE
WHEN THINGS GO AWRY
TRYING FAST FOOD THAI 
EATING AROUND THE WORLD,
PAPER NAPKINS UNFURLED,

ENSEMBLE MEN
BAD FOOD, FOOD COURT DANCE
YOUR PANTS ALL ASKANCE
CHOOSE WISE YOUR FRENCH-FRIED PRIZE
IT’S YOUR CERTAIN DEMISE
INVITE AN INTERNAL COUP
THERE’S A CHANCE THAT YOU’RE GONNA SPEW

ENSEMBLE WOMEN
TANGO!

(repeated throughout chorus)

MORRIS
Ugh... I don’t feel so well.

JAKE
And that, my friend, is the forbidden dance!

JAKE/MORRIS/SCOOTER
IF I SPRINT FOR THE BATHROOM

ENSEMBLE
FOOD COURT TANGO!

JAKE/MORRIS/SCOOTER
YOU’LL KNOW WHY.

ENSEMBLE
WHY.

ALL
OLE!
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(They exit together.)

ACT 2: SCENE 2

(Option: scene change to Coffee Kiosk)

(DORIAN enters, texting. SOUND: text 
notification.)

DORIAN
Now what? He’s not meeting me for lunch? Morris, what is—

(He almost bumps into NURSE TORI, who has 
entered from a power walk and is checking her 
pulse.)

NURSE TORI
Watch it!

DORIAN
Sorry!

NURSE TORI
I swear, this mall... Sometimes I go for an hour without seeing another living soul and 
then some days I see grown men dancing the tango.

DORIAN
(vainly attempting to change the subject)

Dancing, huh? Sounds like the mall is on its way to popularity again.

NURSE TORI
Are you kidding me? This place? Ha! It’s older than me and I look like hell.

DORIAN
So it needs a few modern touches. A makeover can do wonders.

NURSE TORI
Underneath it all, it’s still the same old tired, used-up plot of land. Nothing but empty 
stores on the inside and traffic snarls on the outside. Full of uncertainty, whether or not 
it’ll lose its lease and get shut down. No amount of shiny new paint can fix that.
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DORIAN
I guess not... Wait! 

(pulling out his phone)

Did one of the men look like this?

NURSE TORI
Yeah, he was there.  He was dancing with this guy, a real DILF. 

“THE MORRIS CODE III”

(MUSIC IN.)

DORIAN
So it IS true.

THE NUMBERS WERE WRONG

NURSE TORI
HE’S BEEN TWITCHY AND NERVOUS

DORIAN
HE’S WALKING IN CIRCLES

NURSE TORI
DO YOU KNOW THE PURPOSE?

DORIAN
AND THESE TANGOING MEN—WHAT, HAS HE JOINED 
THE CIRCUS!?

NURSE TORI
THE CONCLUSION YOU DRAW FROM THIS...?

DORIAN
(growling)

I’M SO...

NURSE TORI
The cheater...

DORIAN/NURSE TORI
…….PISSED!
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(DORIAN’S bubble, bless him, has burst. He exits, 
dejected.)

NURSE TORI
The poor schmuck.

(She shakes her head, smiles, and exits, resuming 
her power walk.)

(Option: scene change to Coffee Kiosk)

ACT 2: SCENE 3

(TIFFANY enters and sits on a bench; pulls baby 
dress from bag and admires it; BETTY JO enters.)

BETTY JO
I swear I just saw Dorian... with a woman. Did you finish your shoppin’?

TIFFANY
Yes. I’m just waiting for Jake. 

(holding up outfit)
I can’t wait to have a baby shower of my own.

BETTY JO
Cute. I’m sure that will happen soon enough once, Jake...?

(TIFFANY nods.)

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
Once Jake gets his radiator hoses reconnected.

TIFFANY
Was Skipper—

BETTY JO
Scooter. 

TIFFANY
Sorry. Was Scooter excited when you wanted to have kids?
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BETTY JO
It was his idea. He had to talk me into it.

TIFFANY
How did he do that?

BETTY JO
Simple. We talked about it.

TIFFANY
(disappointed)

Oh.

BETTY JO
More problems get fixed at the kitchen table than in the bedroom.

TIFFANY
Awww, that’s nice.

BETTY JO
(kidding)

I just might cross-stitch that onto a pillow. 
(now in earnest)

Now what’s goin’ on?

TIFFANY
Nothing. Things are great. 

(Clearly they are not.)

BETTY JO
(knowingly)

Uh-huh. Maybe y’all need to have a real come-to-Jesus conversation.

TIFFANY
But what if he doesn’t really want another child?

(MUSIC IN.)

BETTY JO
Then you’ll have to decide if he’s the right man for you.

“THE ONE?”
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BETTY JO (CONT’D)
I MET SCOOTER A LONG TIME AGO
AND I KNEW IT RIGHT FROM THE GET-GO
HE WAS PERFECT IN EVERY WAY
THERE WAS NO CAUSE FOR US TO WAIT

TIFFANY
I WAITED ENDLESSLY
KNEW ONE DAY HE’D FIND ME

BETTY JO
DARLING GIRL, YOU’LL FIND YOUR WAY
THEN HE’LL COME TO YOU AND SAY
“WON’T MATTER NOW WHAT COMES
I KNOW THAT YOU’RE THE ONE.”

TIFFANY
BUT IS THERE JUST THE ONE FOR EACH OF US?
WHAT IF BLISS NEVER REACHES US?

BETTY JO
HONEY, MARRIAGE CAN’T BE BUILT ON BLISS
GOOD FOUNDATIONS ARE STRONGER THAN THIS
AND IT’S FRIENDSHIP THAT MATTERS AT THE END.

TIFFANY
BETTY JO, WILL I FIND MY WAY?
WANT TO GO TO HIM AND SAY,
“DON’T MATTER NOW WHAT COMES
MUST KNOW YOU’RE THE ONE.”

BETTY JO
Honey, marriage is long and full of surprises. And you’ll deal with so many compromises 
in your life. And really... it’s the average of thousands of special moments that adds up to 
what it all means.

TIFFANY
Oh, Betty Jo, what does it all mean?

BETTY JO
Hell if I know, honey!

(The following section is sung in counterpoint:)
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BETTY JO (CONT’D)
I MET SCOOTER A LONG TIME AGO
AND I KNEW IT WAS RIGHT FROM THE GET-GO
HE WAS PERFECT IN EVERY WAY
THERE WAS NO CAUSE FOR US TO WAIT
HONEY, MARRIAGE CAN’T BE BUILT ON BLISS
GOOD FOUNDATIONS ARE STRONGER THAN THIS
AND IT’S FRIENDSHIP THAT MATTERS AT THE END.
DARLING GIRL, YOU’LL FIND YOUR WAY 
THEN HE’LL COME TO YOU AND SAY,
“WON’T MATTER NOW WHAT COMES
I KNOW THAT YOU’RE THE ONE.”

TIFFANY
BUT IS THERE JUST THE ONE FOR EACH OF US?
WHAT IF BLISS NEVER REACHES UP?
I WAITED ENDLESSLY
KNEW ONE DAY HE’D FIND ME
BETTY JO, WILL I FIND MY WAY?
WANT TO GO TO HIM AND SAY:
“DON’T MATTER NOW WHAT COMES
MUST KNOW IF YOU’RE THE ONE.”

TIFFANY/BETTY JO
OOOOH!

TIFFANY
I guess I needed to hear that. Maybe I have a lot of thinking to do.

BETTY JO
And after the thinking, don’t forget about the talking.

(As TIFFANY is leaving, SCOOTER enters. He tips 
an imaginary hat at her.) 

BETTY JO (CONT’D)
What did the doctor say?

SCOOTER
The doc was real nice. You were right. He wasn’t scary.

BETTY JO 
Of course I was right. Now quit stalling and tell me about your appointment. 
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SCOOTER 
I chit-chatted with some fellas in the waiting room, and this one guy was afraid he had 
“the Cancer.” He was sitting there worried about dying, and I was worried about getting a 
stiffy.

BETTY JO
Uh-huh. But what did the doc say? 

SCOOTER 
He wants me to try some pills.

BETTY JO
So everything is good to go?

SCOOTER
Not those pills. These are ones that calm your nerves. 

BETTY JO
Oh? What does that mean?

SCOOTER
Doc says I need to give my engine a rest. I really did break it this time.

(getting emotional)
I’m sorry, honey.

BETTY JO
Don’t you worry, Scoot. If we survived combat, raising four teenagers and the big C, we 
can figure this out. 

SCOOTER
But how?

BETTY JO
I know! I could become a puma and start chasin’ older men. 

SCOOTER
It’s a cougar and you’re supposed to chase younger men. 

BETTY JO 
Younger men? Why would I want to deal with them? They don’t know what the hell 
they’re doin’. 

SCOOTER 
Apparently I don’t know what I’m doin’ either. 
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VOICE OF THE MALL
Planning your next outdoor adventure? RAWR! Head to OutdoorWorld for all your 
hunting and fishing needs.

BETTY JO
Hm... Scoot, I have an idea that might help. Be back in a jif...

(BETTY JO is inspired and exits.)

“JUNKYARD BLUES”

SCOOTER
But Betty Jo, the thing is...

I AIN’T A GOOD CANDIDATE CAUSE MY CARBURETOR IS 
OBSTRUCTED 
AND I DON’T REALLY WANT THIS DAMN THING 
RECONSTRUCTED.
I CAN’T TELL YOU WHY MY FUEL INJECTION’S GONE 
DEFICIENT,
I THINK WE NEED TO TAKE A LOOK AT BEING MORE 
FUEL EFFICIENT.

(COFFEE GIRL and NURSE TORI enter. They 
listen.)

IT MIGHT BE TIME TO TAKE A BREAK 
FROM ALL THE LOVE MAKIN’ 
TAKE A LITTLE TIME OFF, 
‘CAUSE MY POOR OLD BACK IS ACHIN’. 
I GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES,
I GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES,
I GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES, 
AND I DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO. 

SCOOTER (CONT’D)
WELL, THE TIMES THEY’VE CHANGED 
AND TECH IS BREAKIN’ ALL THE RULES. 
ITS EFFECTS TO ALL THE FOLKS 
ARE DOWNRIGHT CRUEL.
WE LIVE IN A HYBRID-DRIVING, ELECTRIC CAR KIND OF 
STATE. 
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MY WIFE DON’T WANT A SOLAR-POWERED HATCHBACK 
TOMATO FOR A MATE. 

SHE MARRIED AN AMERICAN-MADE, 
HEMI-JACKED MUSCLE MACHINE 
AND SHE DOESN’T WANNA LOSE, LOSE ME 
TO THE YOUNGER HIPPIE SCENE
I’M STILL AN ALL-GAS, VEE-EIGHT RUBBER-BURNING 
KINDA GUY, 
AND I JUST NEED A LITTLE TUNE-UP AND I’LL BE FINE.

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI
MAYBE YOU SHOULD HIT THE BRAKES, 
YOUR POOR OLD BACK IS ACHIN’

SCOOTER
SEE HOW A LITTLE TIME OFF MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE IN OUR LOVE MAKIN’.

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI
HE’S GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES.

SCOOTER
I’VE GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES.

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI
HE’S GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES.

SCOOTER
AND I DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO.

COFFEE GIRL
Ha! 

YOU KNOW THAT ENGINE YOU GOT STILL GETS HER 
REALLY HOT, 
BUT SHE’LL STILL LOVE YOU, DARLIN’, 
ENGINE OR NOT. 
‘CAUSE SHE’S YOUR PARTNER, QUEEN AND LOVER 
AND THE ONE YOU ADORE.

NURSE TORI
EVEN IF YOU’RE SLOWER THAN  YOU EVER WERE 
BEFORE.
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SCOOTER
MAYBE ALL I NEED IS SOME RACE-GRADE FUEL,
TO CLEAN ME OUT AND PUT THE WOOD BACK IN MY 
TOOL! 
MY CHASSIS MIGHT BE SHOWIN’ A LITTLE BIT OF RUST, 
BUT GET ME IN THE QUARTER MILE, 
AND I’LL BLOW OFF THE DUST. 

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI
MAYBE YOU SHOULD HIT THE BRAKES, 
YOUR POOR OLD BACK IS ACHIN’

SCOOTER 
SEE HOW A LITTLE TIME OFF MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE IN OUR LOVE MAKIN’. 

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI 
HE’S GOT THE JUNKYARD BLUES. 

SCOOTER 
I NEED TO LOSE THE JUNKYARD BLUES. 

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI 
THE JUNKYARD BLUES. 

SCOOTER 
AND FIGURE OUT WHAT TO DO. 

VOICE OF THE MALL
OutdoorWorld’s big 70% off sale ends today. RAWR!

COFFEE GIRL & NURSE TORI 
I THINK YOU KNOW JUST WHAT TO DO.

(MUSIC OUT.)

SCOOTER
Yes, I do!

(He exits, inspired. COFFEE GIRL and NURSE 
TORI cross to the kiosk to get TORI some coffee.)
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ACT 2: SCENE 4

(JAKE enters. His phone rings; he checks the 
number.)

JAKE
Hey, JJ!

(finding a bench and sitting down)
I’m good. Doing some shopping with Tiffany at the mall. 
No, she hasn’t bought out the whole place. Yet.
What’s new with you, son?

No, I’m not sitting down. 
You’re serious? Ok, fine, I’ll sit. Alright, I’m sitting.

(STAR enters and joins COFFEE GIRL and 
NURSE TORI at the kiosk.)

JAKE (CONT’D)
Wow! That’s wonderful news!
I’m so excited for you. Really, I am.
I’m going to be a grandpa!

I couldn’t be happier.
Let’s talk more soon. I’ll give you a call when we get home.

Sounds good. Bye-bye.
(ending call)

I’m going to be a grandpa... Holy crap, I’m going to be a grandpa!

NURSE TORI
Wait... so now you’re a GILF?

(She crosses to him, cackling. COFFEE GIRL and 
STAR join her.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
Need to cover your bases? See the person banker at Home Run Mortgage.

(MUSIC IN. JAKE sings to NURSE TORI, STAR, 
and COFFEE GIRL, who sing backup.)

“CURVEBALL”
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JAKE
AFTER THREE SOLID STRIKES, I THOUGHT I WAS OUT
WAS BUSY THINKING THROUGH AND WONDERIN’ WHAT 
THIS LIFE’S ALL ABOUT
I WAS PLAYING WITH THE NOTION OF SLOWING IT 
DOWN
WHEN THIS REAL FAMILIAR GIRL STEPPED UP TO THE 
MOUND

SHE USED TO BE MY STUDENT, WHICH MUST SOUND 
QUITE IMPRUDENT…
HEY I’M A GENT WITH GOOD INTENT, NOW SHE’S OLDER 
AND IT’S ME SHE’S PURSUIN’

SHE GIVES ME HER NUMBER AND I’M READY TO PLAY 
BALL
…I  TAKE SOME PRACTICE SWINGS THEN I GIVE HER A 
CALL
IT WAS THE FIRST DATE I FELT THAT MAGIC SPARK
I WAS HITTING EVERYTHING SHE THREW RIGHT OUT OF 
THE PARK

BUT THEN ONE DAY I’M ON THIRD BASE, SLIDIN’ INTO 
HOME, 
SHE CONFIDES TO ME SHE’S WANTIN’ A KID... “ARE YOU 
KIDDING?”… “NO? ”

I’VE ALREADY HAD A BABY, AND SMOKED MY CIGAR
HAVING ANOTHER NOW WOULD BE SO EMMINEFFIN 
BIZARRE. 

ANYWAY HAS SHE NOTICED HOW DIFFERENT IN AGE WE 
REALLY ARE?
DO I SHUT IT ALL DOWN NOW OR LEAVE THIS DOOR 
AJAR?

ALWAYS THOUGHT I WAS SO GOOD AT BASEBALL
BUT IS LIFE EVEN A GAME AT ALL?
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STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE AND MAYBE MESSING WITH 
FATE
AND I’M TRYING TO MAKE SOME SENSE OF IT ALL

YOU SEE I NEVER COULD HIT THE CURVEBALLS
AND I WONDER IF I’M MAKING A BAD CALL
NOW I’M BACK AT THE PLATE A COUPLE DECADES TOO 
LATE, 
WILL I FINALLY HIT THE BALL…OVER THE WALL

(JANITOR BOB enters, sweeping.)

I’M LIKE CASEY AT BAT, THIS GAME CAN’T BE BLOWN
HER PITCH IS ZIPPING DOWN THE LINE AND IT’S IN MY 
STRIKE ZONE
DON’T WANT TO DISMISS HER WISH BUT IT’S MY WISH’S 
ANTITHESIS 
BUT RESPECT… SHE’S A STRAIGHT SHOOTING PITCHER 
AND SHE’S GOT A BABY ITCH
OH BT DUBS, I’M SNIPPED… UGH… ANOTHER STRIKE… 
SWING AND A MISS.

ALWAYS THOUGHT I WAS SO GOOD AT BASEBALL
BUT IS LIFE EVEN A GAME AT ALL? 
STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE AND MAYBE MESSING WITH 
FATE
AND I’M TRYING TO MAKE SOME SENSE OF IT ALL

YOU SEE I NEVER COULD HIT THE CURVEBALLS
AND I WONDER IF I’M MAKING A BAD CALL
NOW I’M BACK AT THE PLATE A COUPLE DECADES TOO 
LATE, 
WILL I FINALLY HIT THE BALL… OVER THE WALL

JANITOR BOB
MAN, GOT PULLED OVER ONCE BY THE FIVE-O
VW VAN AIN’T THE RIGHT KIND OF GETAWAY CAR, YO
RAN FOR THE HILLS, TOSSED MY STASH
BANG! FELT A SHARP PAIN IN MY…

JAKE
What are you doing?

72.



Copyrighted
73.

JANITOR BOB
Just sweeping. You sound tense. Can I help?

(He offers JAKE a joint.)

JAKE
I don’t know.

JANITOR BOB 
Cool. 

JAKE

Wait a minute...
(He thinks about, then takes it and puts it 
in his pocket.)

Maybe later.

TORI/STAR/COFFEE GIRL/BOB
ALWAYS THOUGHT HE WAS SO GOOD AT BASEBALL
STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE AND MAYBE MESSING WITH 
FATE

JAKE
(riffing)

NO, NO, NO, NO

TORI/STAR/COFFEE GIRL/BOB
YOU SEE HE NEVER COULD HIT THE CURVEBALLS

JAKE
AND I WONDER IF I’M MAKING A BAD BAD CALL

TORI/STAR/COFFEE GIRL/BOB
NOW HE’S BACK AT THE PLATE A COUPLE DECADES TOO 
LATE

ALL
WILL I /HE FINALLY HIT THE BALL… OVER THE WALL?

(JAKE and JANITOR BOB exit. NURSE TORI and 
STAR stay with COFFEE GIRL for coffee.)
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ACT 2: SCENE 5

(DORIAN and TIFFANY enter. They see each 
other, hug.)

TIFFANY
I thought I saw you lurking around here earlier!

DORIAN
Can you sit a minute?

TIFFANY
Sure.

(They sit at a table.)

DORIAN
I was supposed to have lunch with Morris, but he texted me and said he wouldn’t be done 
for another hour. 

TIFFANY
His business client is probably one of those long-winded gasbags who can’t stop talking 
about himself. You know the type.

(MORRIS and JAKE enter together.)

DORIAN
Oh my god, there he is! Is that his client? He doesn’t look like a long-winded gasbag. He 
looks like... a DILF. Oh no!

(DORIAN jumps up and goes to them.)

MORRIS
Dorian, what are you—

DORIAN
(grabbing JAKE, who holds him at arm’s 
length)

You get away from my husband!

TIFFANY
That’s no client, that’s my FILF. My fiance, Jake!

JAKE
And who might you be?
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MORRIS
This is Dorian... my husband.

JAKE
Nice to meet you, Dorian.

DORIAN
What in the world is going on here? Morris!

MORRIS
Well... I...

(noticing DORIAN’s new haircut)
Dor?

TIFFANY
(knowing she needs to give them a 
moment)

Dorian, we’ve got more shopping to do.

JAKE
Hope to see you again, Morris.

(TIFFANY and JAKE exit.)

(MORRIS instantly shrinks. DORIAN mistakes his 
anxiety for guilt.)

MORRIS
Did you do something different? 

DORIAN 
Made a little change. Do you like it? 

MORRIS 
Oh... yeah... it’s nice. 

(This is not the response DORIAN is hoping for.)

DORIAN 
Nice, huh? I don’t know what’s been going on with you these last few weeks, but I’ve 
about had it. You can go finish up with your “client” or whatever he is and do whatever it 
is you’re doing, but I am not going to sit and wait for you to make some kind of decision. 
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MORRIS
Where are you going? When will you be back?

DORIAN
I’m not going anywhere. You’ll just have to wait for me this time. Go get yourself one of 
those frozen smoothie things. Here’s a coupon.

MORRIS
(dazed)

A frozen smoothie?

DORIAN
Go.

(DORIAN shoos MORRIS off. MORRIS exits.)

“MY ACT THREE”

DORIAN (CONT’D)
IN MY ACT ONE, I FELT SO SECURE
WITH MOM AND DAD WHO LOVED ME 
OF THAT I WAS SURE
BUT IN MY TEENS WHEN IT WAS CLEAR
THAT I WAS ON A DIFFERENT PATH 
I COULD FEEL THEIR FEAR.

IN MY ACT TWO, I STEPPED INTO THE SUN
FOUND A SOUL WHO REALLY KNEW ME
LIFE HAD FINALLY BEGUN
I LOVED THAT MAN, GAVE HIM EVERYTHING
AND TOGETHER WE BUILT A HOME
AND A FAMILY

BUT HAS MY LIFE BEEN A PLAY 
AND THE WHOLE WORLD A STAGE. 
I WILL NOT TAKE A BOW, ‘TIL I FIND MY WAY. 
I WILL FIGHT TO KEEP HIM WITH ME. 
IN MY ACT THREE. 
I CAN FINALLY BE ME 
IN MY ACT THREE. 

IN MY ACT THREE THE KIDS ARE ALL GROWN. 
AND SHAKING OFF THE ROLES I’VE PLAYED 
HAS HAD ME FEELING THROWN. 
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BUT NOW I’LL SEIZE MY DESTINY 
AND I JUST NEED TO KNOW 
WILL HE BE THERE WITH ME? 

BUT HAS MY LIFE BEEN A PLAY 
AND THE WHOLE WORLD A STAGE? 
I WILL NOT TAKE A BOW, ‘TIL I FIND MY WAY. 
I WILL FIGHT TO KEEP HIM WITH ME. 
IN MY ACT THREE. 
I CAN FINALLY BE ME

FIGHT FOR ME 
AND STAND WITH ME 
UPLIFT ME AS I UPLIFTED YOU 
AND STAY WITH ME. 

BUT MY LIFE HAS BEEN A PLAY, 
AND THE WHOLE WORLD A STAGE. 
I’M READY FOR THAT BOW, HAVING FOUND MY WAY. 
I WILL FIGHT TO KEEP HIM WITH ME 
IN MY ACT THREE. 
NO MORE HIDING, NO MORE WASTED TIME. 
I CAN FINALLY FEEL FREE 

TO BE ME.

(He gets his tote bag, pulls out coupon for Suit 
Barn, nods with inspiration and exits.)

ACT 2: SCENE 6

(JAKE enters, still slightly shell-shocked.)

JAKE
(to himself)

How can my kid be having a kid? I know how, but... 

(TIFFANY enters.) 

TIFFANY
Hey, babe! I was just—
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JAKE
I’m going to be a grandpa.

TIFFANY
A what? What did you say?

JAKE
JJ just called. He’s going to be a dad. That makes me a...

TIFFANY
Hell no!

JAKE
I’m not ready to be a grandpa. Am I? Do I 
look like a grandpa? 

TIFFANY (CONT’D)
I’m not even a mother yet, so how can I be 
a step-grandma? I can’t even!

(JAKE and TIFFANY freeze in place.) 

(Attention shifts to SCOOTER, who enters with a 
shopping bag. BETTY JO enters from a different 
direction, also with a shopping bag.)

BETTY JO
What in blue blazes did you buy?

SCOOTER
I thought about how you could help.

BETTY JO
And what did you come up with?

SCOOTER
Good one! ”Come up...”

BETTY JO
(frustrated)

Scooter! Be serious!

SCOOTER
Sorry.

(holding up his bag)
I do have a plan.

BETTY JO
(holding up her bag, in challenge)

So do I.

78.



Copyrighted
79.

(BETTY JO and SCOOTER freeze in place.)

(Attention shifts to DORIAN, who catwalks in 
wearing a sexy new suit; MORRIS enters, head 
down in book.)

DORIAN
Is everything OK?

MORRIS
I’m not sure. 

(turning, sees DORIAN, drops his book)
Holy cow! 

DORIAN
What do you think?

MORRIS
I... I’m not... I can’t... Oh, Dorian.

“ROLLER COASTER LIFE”

MORRIS (CONT’D)
YOU’VE BEEN LEFT OUT SO IT’S TIME TO FESS UP.
I’M SORRY FOR WHAT I’VE HAD TO HIDE.
I FELT MY ANXIETIES BUILDING UP,
AND I LET OUR RELATIONSHIP SLIDE.

DORIAN 
I ADMIT I FELT APPREHENSION.
ABOUT APPOINTMENTS YOU HAD MADE.
THIS NEW LOOK GAVE ME THE DETERMINATION
TO CONFRONT YOU AND STOP THE CHARADE.

MALL COP FRANK & NURSE TORI 
THEY’RE GOING UP
CAN THEY GET DOWN?
ON THIS ROLLER COASTER LIFE!

DORIAN & MORRIS
IT’S BEEN INTENSE, AT OUR EXPENSE

MALL COP FRANK & NURSE TORI
BUT WAS IT WORTH ALL THE STRIFE?
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FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

DORIAN & MORRIS 
WE CAME UP TO THE TOP

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

DORIAN & MORRIS
WILL THIS COASTER EVER STOP?

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

DORIAN & MORRIS
WITH EACH OTHER, DOES IT MATTER?
AND NOW COMES THE BIGGGGGGGG…….

FULL ENSEMBLE
BIG... DROP

(MORRIS and DORIAN freeze in place. Attention 
shifts back to SCOOTER and BETTY JO.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
Spinning your wheels? Work it out now at “Hope’s Spokes.”

SCOOTER
FEELING SHAME ABOUT MY AGING PARTS
OUR PHYSICAL BOND, IT’S BEEN THE GLUE
I KNOW WE BOTH PROMISED THROUGH THICK AND 
THROUGH THIN

(a la REO Speedwagon)
SO HOW CAN I KEEP ON LOVING YOU?

BETTY JO
THIS HAS TAKEN SUCH A TOLL ON US
I ADMIT I’VE OFTEN WORRIED THAT IT’S ME
DON’T WE HAVE THE RIGHT TOOLS TO WORK THIS OUT?
LOVE LIKE OURS DON’T COME FOR FREE
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LORENZO & STAR
THEY’RE GOING UP
CAN THEY GET DOWN
ON THIS ROLLER COASTER LIFE

BETTY JO & SCOOTER
IT’S BEEN INTENSE, AT OUR EXPENSE

LORENZO & STAR
BUT WAS IT WORTH ALL THE STRIFE?

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

BETTY JO & SCOOTER 
WE CAME UP TO THE TOP

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

BETTY JO & SCOOTER
WILL THIS COASTER EVER STOP?

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

BETTY JO & SCOOTER
WITH EACH OTHER, DOES IT MATTER?
AND NOW COMES THE BIGGGGGGGG…….

FULL ENSEMBLE
BIG... DROP

VOICE OF THE MALL
Lost items can always be found. Check in at Guest Services.

JAKE
I FEAR THE UNKNOWN
NEED YOU TO SEE ME
HOPE YOU CAN HEAR ME

TIFFANY
I HAVE THE COURAGE TO FACE THE UNKNOWN
NEVER DOUBT THAT IT’S YOU I SEE
I HEAR YOUR HEART AND IT SPEAKS TO ME
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 JAKE
I FEAR THE UNKNOWN
NEED YOU TO SEE ME

TIFFANY (CONT’D)
I HAVE THE COURAGE TO FACE THE 
UNKNOWN
NEVER DOUBT THAT IT’S YOU I SEE

PRINCIPALS
BUT THIS LOVE... WILL IT BE ENOUGH?

FULL ENSEMBLE
THEY’RE MAKING UP
OR BREAKING DOWN
ON THIS ROLLER COASTER LIFE

PRINCIPALS
IN OUR DEFENSE
IT’S BEEN INTENSE

FULL ENSEMBLE 
BUT WAS IT WORTH ALL THE STRIFE?
ROLLER COASTER

PRINCIPALS
WE CAME UP TO THE TOP

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

PRINCIPALS
WILL THIS COASTER EVER STOP

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER

PRINCIPALS
WITH EACH OTHER DOES IT  DOES IT MATTER

FULL ENSEMBLE
AND NOW COMES THE BIG

PRINCIPALS
NOW COMES THE BIG

FULL ENSEMBLE
ROLLER COASTER... 
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PRINCIPALS
NOW COMES THE BIG... NOW COMES THE BIG... 

FULL ENSEMBLE
FIND OUT WHERE IT STOPS, WHERE IT STOPS, WHERE IT 
STOPS, WHERE IT STOPS, WHERE IT…

MALL
Shoppers! The eleventh hour is here. The mall is closing in 10 minutes. 

FULL ENSEMBLE 
STOPS!

(The three couples begin to chatter anxiously all at 
once. The dialogue overlaps.)

DORIAN
Morris, can’t you see how hard I’ve been trying—

MORRIS
I do, but I, but I... I just don’t know how to express it—

BETTY JO
I love you so much, Scoot, but it’s time for you to face the music—

SCOOTER
I’m workin’ real hard to figure this out, but it ain’t easy—

TIFFANY
I don’t know how to be a grandma when I haven’t been a mom yet!

JAKE
I’m so sorry, Tiff, but it’s just bad timing. Maybe we should... I don’t know—

(One by one, the ensemble members cover their 
ears and grimace in pain.)

VOICE OF THE MALL
(pleasantly)

Shoppers...
(after getting no response, less pleasantly)

SHOPPERS!

(This gets their attention.)

“COURSE CORRECTION”
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(MUSIC IN.)

VOICE OF THE MALL (CONT’D)
As the mall is closing and we are parting ways...

THERE COMES A TIME 
WHEN WE ALL MUST STOP OUR BITCHIN’ 
A PRECIPICE—WHEN WE MUST FACE OUR FEARS 
SO NOW, LET’S GET THIS SHIT DONE 
ALL SIX, ONE BY ONE 
SO LET’S MAKE UP OUR EFFING MINDS. 

ENSEMBLE
THEY’RE OPEN TO CHANGE, A COURSE CORRECTION 
THEY’RE STEPPING IT UP A NEW DIRECTION 

DORIAN/TIFFANY 
We need to talk. 

BETTY JO
We need to talk about this, don’t we? 

SCOOTER
Betty Jo, you know me, I don’t like to talk. I like to do.

BETTY JO
I know, baby.

JAKE
I agree. You go first. 

(TIFFANY throws her hands up in the air and takes 
a moment to calm herself

MORRIS paces nervously and steels himself for 
this interaction.)

MORRIS 
Dorian, I think it would be best if you sat down. 

DORIAN 
I don't need a chair. I need an apology. I know what's going on. 

MORRIS
You do? Oh, what a relief! 

DORIAN 
What's his name?
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MORRIS 
Dr. Patel. 

DORIAN 
Doctor!! God. Why does that make It worse? How long! 

MORRIS 
Just a few weeks. I couldn't tell you after our first meeting because I didn't know where it 
was going. God it feels good to finally get this off my chest. 

(DORIAN takes a moment to internalize this. He is 
vacillating between very hurt and very angry.) 

DORIAN/SCOOTER 
I never could have foreseen this. 

JAKE
I never could have foreseen this, you 
coming into my life. 

(SCOOTER shakes his head and BETTY JO goes to 
soothe him.) 

TIFFANY 
But I did, Jake. The question is what are you going to do about it? 

(He softens and they step toward each other, then 
JAKE gets a call and indicates he needs to take it. 
TIFFANY stiffens again as they separate and 
watches from a distance as JAKE listens.) 

DORIAN 
l just can't believe it. You cheated on me. 

MORRIS 
Cheated on you? Dorian, my urologist had concerns about the results of my prostate 
exam. He thought it might be cancer. 

DORIAN 
Urologist? Prostate cancer? Oh, thank God! 

MORRIS 
Wait. what? 

DORIAN 
Never mind. Just thank God you're alright. 
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(DORIAN and MORRIS embrace; MORRIS 
understands that he is looking at and feeling 
something new in DORIAN’S embrace.) 

JAKE 
Tiffany. 

(He motions her toward him indicating he wants her 
to listen in on the call. She leans in to listen. 

BETTY JO and SCOOTER are sitting or standing 
with their bags, and they see the bags at the same 
time.) 

MORRIS/TIFFANY/BETTY JO/SCOOTER 
Is that what I think it is?

(DORIAN does a little shimmy on an imaginary 
fashion runway twirl. TIFFANY stands back from 
the phone for a moment, flabbergasted, her hands 
over her mouth. BETTY JO and SCOOTER each 
reveal pimped-out tackle boxes they bought for 
each other.)

BETTY JO 
Scooter Beaumont Burdette, you are the sexiest man I know! I’ll fish with you anytime! 

MORRIS 
That suit looks....brand new. 

DORIAN 
It is. I paid full price. 

MORRIS 
Well, you're worth every penny. 

JAKE 
Hold on, let me put JJ on speaker. 

(JAKE puts the phone on speaker and we hear the 
whooshing sound of an early heartbeat. JAKE and 
TIFFANY lock eyes again, under the spell of the 
sound) 
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JAKE (CONT’D)
I loved being a father...and you will be an incredible mother.

DORIAN/MORRIS/SCOOTER 
I was so afraid...

JAKE (CONT’D)
I was so afraid... I’m not sure what I’ve 
been so scared of... 

(JAKE is clearly realizing this and saying it at the 
same time.)

TIFFANY 
Jake, do you mean it? 

JAKE 
I do. I'm going to keep the appointment with Dr. Johnson to get "the boys" reconnected 
two weeks from today. 

TIFFANY 
Oh, Jake. 

JAKE
I DON’T KNOW WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

MORRIS
BUT THIS BEAUTIFUL PRESENT, 
IS ALL WE CAN CONTROL

SCOOTER
AND WHEN A MAN’S POINT OF DIRECTION 
COMES FROM HIS... ERECTION 

JAKE/MORRIS
Whoa!?!

BETTY JO 
WE DON’T NEED YOUR STIFFY TO GO TO TOWN 
WE KNOW OUR WAY AROUND. 

TIFFANY
WE’RE ON A PATH AND THERE’S NO LOOKING BACK

DORIAN
WORRYING ABOUT THE FUTURE’S FOR A YOUNGER 
CROWD
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PRINCIPALS
A YOUNGER CROWD!

DORIAN
(to TIFFANY)

No offense. 

TIFFANY
I’m 28!

PRINCIPALS
WE’RE OPEN TO CHANGE, A COURSE CORRECTION 
WE’RE STEPPING IT UP, IN A NEW DIRECTION 
WE’RE U-TURNING, BECAUSE WE’RE LEARNING 
AND NOW WE’RE YEARNING, FOR A BETTER 
DESTINATION 

PRINCIPALS/ENSEMBLE
WE’RE OPEN TO CHANGE, A COURSE CORRECTION 
(ALL THINGS MUST CHANGE)
WE’RE STEPPING IT UP, IN A NEW DIRECTION 
(LET’S SEIZE TODAY)
WE’RE U-TURNING, BECAUSE WE’RE LEARNING 
AND NOW WE’RE YEARNING, FOR A BETTER 
DESTINATION 

(The ensemble members pull out tambourines from 
behind the coffee kiosk.)

VOICE OF THE MALL 
THIS MALL HATH SAVED THESE PRECIOUS SOULS. 
THIS MALL HATH SAVED THESE PRECIOUS SOULS. 
THIS MALL HATH 

ENSEMBLE 
MALL HATH

VOICE OF THE MALL
THIS MALL HATH 

ENSEMBLE 
MALL HATH 
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VOICE OF THE MALL 
THE MALL HATH SAVED THESE PRECIOUS SOULS. 
THIS MALL HATH 

ENSEMBLE 
MALL HATH 

VOICE OF THE MALL 
THIS MALL HATH 

ENSEMBLE 
MALL HATH 

VOICE OF THE MALL 
THIS MALL HATH SAVED THESE PRECIOUS SOULS. 

DORIAN/MORRIS 
WE TOLD OUR SECRETS AND IT BROUGHT US PEACE 
THE MALL HATH SAVED OUR PRECIOUS SOULS

TIFFANY/JAKE 
WE CHOSE EACH OTHER AND IT BROUGHT US PEACE, 
THE MALL HATH SAVED OUR PRECIOUS SOULS 

SCOOTER/BETTY JO 
WE CHANGED OUR FOCUS AND GOT US SOME PEACE, 
THE MALL HATH SAVED OUR PRECIOUS SOULS 

PRINCIPALS 
HALLELUJAH 

VOICE OF THE MALL 
JOY 

ENTIRE CAST 
THE MALL HAS/MALL HAS/THE MALL HAS/MALL HAS, 
THE MALL HAS SAVED OUR PRECIOUS SOULS THE MALL 
HAS/MALL HAS/THE MALL HAS/MALL HAS, THE MALL 
HAS SAVED OUR PRECIOUS SOULS 

VOICE OF THE MALL
Mall-le-lujah!
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ENSEMBLE 
WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING YOU COULD WANT; 
EVERYTHING THAT YOU COULD NEED; EVERYTHING 
YOU DESIRE. WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING YOU COULD 
WANT…

ENTIRE CAST
AT THE MALL, EVERYTHING AT THE MALL. 

VOICE OF THE MALL 
The mall is now closed.

Blackout.

End of play.
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